VOLUME 3.7 


THE PHILADELPHIAN 


JULY 2014 


NEWS OF THE PHILADELPHIA CHURCH OF GOD 



Ministers confer at HQ 

EDMOND — Sixty-one Philadelphia Church of God ministers and their wives came 
from across America and nine other countries to the Herbert W. Armstrong Col¬ 
lege campus for the 2014 ministerial con- 
ABOVE Ministers listen to a ference on June 18. The conference, which 
lecture from Paster Brian Davis. occurs once every 18 months, included over 

30 hours of ministerial lectures, two ordina¬ 
tions, and the debut of the musical Morning Star—The Acts of Waldo the Apostle. 

The one-week conference centered around five days of intense lectures in Arm¬ 
strong Auditorium by Pastor General Gerald Flurry and 12 other ministers. 

“I got into the book of Ezekiel and the problems that are coming, and also the 
good news,” Mr. Flurry said. “God is preparing us for the future.” 

“I felt the lectures this year were exceptionally deep and profound,” said United 
Kingdom/Europe Regional Director Brad Macdonald, who also spoke. “There was 
also plenty of practical information too, instruction that each minister could take 
home and apply immediately in his ministry.” 

“Eve attended every pcg ministerial conference since 1999, and would have to 

3 MINCON page 2 


INSIDE THE LECTURES 
OF MINCON 2014 

PAGE 3 

STANDARDS 

OF DRESS 

PAGE 6 i 

i PHILADELPHIA 

YOUTH CAMP 

PAGE 10 

MORNING STAR 

PAGE 14 

ACTIVITIES 

j PAGE 19 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

{ PAGE 18 


KOD testing the 
waters in UK 


EDMOND —The Key of David program may begin 
airing soon in the United Kingdom. That possi¬ 
bility was announced during a June 28 sermon at 
headquarters by UK/ 
Europe Regional Di- 


* 9 


rector Brad Macdon¬ 
ald, who said that the 
Church is working with the cbs Reality channel 
and hopes to broadcast on the network at 8:00 on 
Sunday mornings beginning in August. 

“They will give us more thorough coverage of 
Britain than we have ever had,” television department 
head Andrew Locher said. “This channel gives us ac¬ 
cess to 93 percent of the homes in the UK via freeview 
service, cable and satellite.” Mr. Locher said members 
could pray “that we have a favorable review of the au¬ 
dition tapes and that we can continue to submit pro¬ 
ductions that are compliant with ofcom regulations.” 

Mr. Macdonald said he was thrilled at the pros¬ 
pect of airing on cbs Reality and happy about the 
potential time slot. “One thing Em really hoping 
for and praying about is that we can remain on this 
station for the longterm and see the kod develop 
a large and devoted following here in the UK,” he 
said. “Between the new campus and this television 
station—which will no doubt generate many more 
literature requests —pcg office staff are going to be 
required to work 23 hours per day.” 

But getting on the air in Britain has been a chal¬ 
lenge for the Work. “The British aren’t nearly as 
religious as Americans,” Mr. Macdonald said. “A 
lot of people here are hostile to God and delight 
in mocking and criticizing religion. Moreover, the 
government has a number of restrictive laws and 
guidelines governing religious programming, and is 
often quick to reject programs.” 

Mr. Macdonald said that Herbert W. Armstrong 
tried for years to air The World Tomorrow in Britain, 
but succeeded only in broadcasting the program into 
the country from ships in the English Channel and 
the North Sea. “After a few years, however, the British 
government in direct response to The World Tomor¬ 
row created laws preventing Mr. Armstrongs radio 
program from being broadcast in the UK,” he said. 

The Key of David broadcasted in the UK on nbc 
Supperchannel (1993-1994, 1996), enb (i 997- 
1998) and cnbc Europe (2010-2012). 

“This may be the best tv opportunity we have ever 
had in the UK,” Mr. Macdonald said. P HI LI P NID E 
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say that this one outshone all of them,” Il¬ 
linois Preaching Elder Eric Anderson said. 
“The lectures were especially inspiring, infor¬ 
mative and useful. There was a heavy empha¬ 
sis on ministers really growing in their spiri¬ 
tual understanding of the basic doctrines of 
the true Church and being able to effectively 
teach Gods people in a more profound way.” 

“The sense of the greater urgency of the 
times was more evident,” South Africa Local 
Church Elder Bernard Wakelin said. “The 
theme that I noticed was of education— 
teaching the teachers—and preparation.” 

“The central theme was the importance of 
what it means to be the pioneers and teachers 
of the World Tomorrow,” Trinidad and To¬ 
bago Preaching Elder Samuel Seebran said. 

The conference also included two ordina¬ 
tions. During a ministry/headquarters staff 
dinner in the John Amos Field House on 
June 23, Evangelist Stephen Flurry and Aus¬ 
tralasia Regional Director John Macdonald 
raised Philippines Local Elder Kirk Macdon¬ 
ald to the rank of preaching elder. Deacon 
Broderick Tongco, also from the Philippines, 
became the 61st minister attending the con¬ 
ference when Mr. Flurry and Mr. John Mac¬ 
donald ordained him a local elder. 

“I had mixed emotions,” Mr. Tongco said. 
“I felt a little nervous, but at the same time 
honored to be soon serving God and His 
people in a role of a minister.” 

The dinner was just one of several events 
hosted by a small army of staff, students and 
volunteers during the one-week conference. 
Along with local pcg members and staff, the 
ministers also had the chance to view the 
debut of Morning Star on June 22 in Arm¬ 
strong Auditorium. About 300 concertgoers 
attended music director Ryan Malones latest 
musical, which told the story of 12th-century 
Apostle Peter Waldo and featured 31 Imperial 
Academy students, four hwac students/gradu- 
ates and the Muggavin School of Irish Dance. 

“Those young people exhibited maturity 
of voice and ability that went beyond their 
age,” Australian Local Church Elder Brian 
Sherwood said. “It was incredible, and some¬ 
thing that I will remember for a long time.” 

Ministers also mingled with members at 
a Sabbath-morning coffee klatch in the field 
house and a Saturday-night Swans in Flight 
social in front of Armstrong Auditorium; 
toured campus on Sunday morning; and vis¬ 
ited Mr. Flurry in his home. 

Ministers said that one of the greatest 


benefits of the conference was their conversa¬ 
tions with one another over meals at the field 
house and at the activities. 

“It was great to meet up with the [head¬ 
quarters] ministers again and also to meet 
others from the field for the first time,” Mr. 
Wakelin said. “I was uplifted spiritually by 
their enthusiasm for God’s Work, HQ focus 
and their concern for the brethren.” 

“During a chat with Kirk Macdonald 
about [Imperial Academy] in the Philippines, 
he commented that six families had deliberate¬ 
ly moved in order for their children to receive 
God’s education,” Washington Local Church 
Elder Darren Verbout said. “Having our chil¬ 
dren in IA for the past five years, personally, 
it helped me to more greatly appreciate the 
unique blessing that God’s education affords.” 

“This conference was different as there 
was a stronger bond of unity amongst the 
ministers and a greater sense of urgency in 
all the lectures,” Australia Preaching Elder 
Aaron Hudson said. “Both these points were 
conveyed through numerous conversations.” 

Mr. Flurry wrapped up the conference on 
June 24 with his fourth and final lecture, “con¬ 
necting the dots and weaving several of the 
message themes into unified marching orders,” 
Mr. Verbout said. “In Mr. Flurry’s closing com¬ 
ments, he reminded the ministry to go to God, 
especially during the baptismal counseling pro¬ 
cess,” he said. “This was a detailed reminder of 
how significant and careful the baptismal pro¬ 
cess needs to be. After all, this is when conver¬ 
sion ultimately begins in a person’s life.” 

“I feel stirred from all the lectures, but 
particularly from Mr. Flurry’s, to go home 
and fine-tune my life, my family’s lives and 
the brethren’s in preparation for what lies 
shortly ahead,” Mr. Hudson said. “Time is 
quickly running out.” 


LEFT Local Elder 
Luis Farias and his 
wife, Susana, listen 
to a lecture in the 
Armstrong Auditori¬ 
um balcony, translat¬ 
ed live by Local Elder 
Carlos Heyer. 

Beginning on 
June 24, ministers 
and their wives re¬ 
turned to their homes 
around the world, in 
13 U.S. states as well 
as Canada, England, 
South Africa, Austra¬ 
lia, Mexico, Colombia, Chile, Trinidad and 
Tobago and the Philippines. 

“It was a terrific and much-needed re¬ 
minder of the standard God expects me to 
live up to,” Mr. Brad Macdonald said. “I also 
benefitted enormously from the abundance 
of practical instruction.” 

“The conference was full of inspiring, bal¬ 
anced spiritual instructions, corrections and 
directions—both of the basics and strong spir¬ 
itual meat,” Mr. Tongco said. “I’ve never come 
home spiritually charged up this way before.” 

“It was the best ministerial conference by 
a really good margin,” Mr. Flurry said. “Ev¬ 
ery message was outstanding. They were the 
most stirring messages we’ve heard at any 
conference.” 

The next Philadelphia Church of God 
ministerial conference takes place at the end 
of 2015. GRANTTURGEGN 
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‘Special blessings’ of instruction, 
correction for God’s ministry 

Lectures at 2014 ministerial conference reflect urgency of the times, 
seriousness of the ministerial calling BY joel hilliker 



EDMOND—“God has poured out some spe¬ 
cial blessings on us at this conference,” Pas¬ 
tor General Gerald Flurry said in his final 
address to 106 Philadelphia Church of God 
ministers and their wives. He was referring 
most directly to what he called the unusually 
high quality of all the lectures—18 of them, 
totaling nearly 34 hours of instruction, over 
five days between June 18 and 24. 

Mr. Flurry said he felt the reason God was 
giving His ministry “extra help” was that the 
urgency and seriousness of the time demands 
it. “The prophecies of Ezekiel are about to leap 
off the pages of the Bible—and we need it!” he 
explained. “And we need to help God’s people.” 

The pastor general’s four two-hour lec¬ 
tures set a sobering tone for the conference, 
held in Armstrong Auditorium. Mr. Flurry 
painted a detailed picture of end-time 
events—some already fulfilled, some unfold¬ 
ing, and others just ahead—particularly fo¬ 
cusing on prophecies in the book of Ezekiel. 
He showed how the early chapters of Ezekiel 
provide a gripping story flow about the La¬ 
odicean rebellion and the imminent fall of 
Israel and Judah. They also detail the respon¬ 
sibilities of God’s faithful people, and God’s 
promise of protection, throughout those 
nightmarish events. 


“We have to go through this storm—and 
thrive in it!” Mr. Flurry said. He highlighted 
the stirring vision of God in Ezekiel 1, and 
showed how Ezekiel was able to maintain his 
spiritual focus amid turmoil by holding on 
to that spectacular vision. 

Mr. Flurry spent considerable time show¬ 
ing the effects of Satan being cast down, and 
how the devil is aggressively attacking physi¬ 
cal Israel, particularly America, just as he did 

ABOVE Pastor General Gerald Flurry 
delivers his final lecture of the ministerial 
conference on June 24. 

spiritual Israel, the Church of God: by work¬ 
ing through the leadership. The hallmark of 
the devil’s work is lawlessness , which is stan¬ 
dard procedure for the current administra¬ 
tion. Mr. Flurry showed how the prophecy 
of Daniel 8:11-12 about Satan’s takeover of 
God’s Church also has a physical fulfillment 
within America. This reality places tremen¬ 
dous obligation on God’s Church to warn 
the nation what is happening. 

Mr. Flurry galvanized the ministers to 
better comprehend God’s intense emo¬ 
tions over the sins of physical and spiritual 
Israel. He explained the horrific picture of 


the Laodicean Church in Ezekiel 8, which 
describes the contemptible sins committed 
by Laodicean ministers: turning from their 
Husband to other gods, inviting demons 
into God’s sanctuary, being swayed by their 
wives into worldliness and paganism. He 
took his listeners through powerful exposi¬ 
tions of several other chapters in Ezekiel, in¬ 
cluding chapter 24, where God pledges to se¬ 
verely correct national Israel for its rebellion. 
“A big part of our message is expressing God’s 
wrath!” Mr. Flurry explained. 

Through all these grave prophecies, the 
pastor general repeatedly emphasized the 
ultimate good news: how God is permitting 
these events so spiritual and physical Israel 
will come to know Him (e.g. Ezekiel 6:7; 7:4; 
11:10; 12:20; 13:9; 23:48-49, etc.). He con¬ 
cluded with the inspiring picture of God’s 
millennial temple in the final chapters of 
Ezekiel, and the place of honor within given 
to the sons of Zadok, who remained loyal to 
God’s throne amid treachery. 

Mr. Flurry’s messages were sobering and 
motivating, underscoring the accountability 
of the ministerial calling, often directly cor¬ 
rective, and urgent. Messages from the other 
ministers filled in with a bounty of specifics 
on how to improve in the job of teaching, 
speaking, counseling, discerning, judging and 
loving God’s people with the mind of God. 

The minister’s role as an educator under¬ 
pinned several of the lectures. In his first 
of three lectures, “Education Is Salvation,” 
Evangelist Stephen Flurry discussed the im¬ 
portance of education to the growth of God’s 
Work. He spun through biblical history to 
show how the Church’s plans to expand to a 
British college campus follow the education¬ 
al pattern established by Samuel and cham¬ 
pioned by Elijah, Elisha, Jeremiah and others. 
It appears most of the biblical prophets were 
instructors and/or students in one of God’s 
schools—and even that the New Testament 
apostles taught at schools, Mr. Flurry showed. 
God’s underlying purpose is always to teach 
people to become teachers themselves. This 
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point was reinforced by the performance on 
Sunday of Morning Star , an original musical 
by Preaching Elder Ryan Malone portraying 
the educational efforts of Peter Waldo during 
the Thyatira era of the 1100s. 

Evangelist Wayne Turgeon drew on his 
experiences as principal of Imperial Academy 
to give an extremely practical lecture on edu¬ 
cating youth: “Structure, Expectation, En¬ 
forcement.” He detailed how young people 
thrive when placed in a structured environ¬ 
ment and given clear, precise rules that are 
consistently enforced. Pastor Wik Heerma 
focused on protecting youth from a particu¬ 
larly potent danger in the modern world: the 
Internet, especially social media. Another 
of Stephen Flurry’s lectures emphasized the 
paramount parental responsibility, explicitly 
stated in 1 Timothy 3:4 with respect to the 
ministry, to be excellent at ruling their chil¬ 
dren, having them “in subjection with all 
gravity.” This is the means by which children 
can be prepared to honor their spiritual Fa¬ 
ther and get ready for the Kingdom of God. 

In his remaining lecture, Stephen Flurry 
challenged the ministers to continually im¬ 
prove as teachers and speakers. He admon¬ 
ished them to avoid excuses and to work 
diligently in sermon and sermonette prepa¬ 
ration, detailing several principles to apply 
in composing messages. Mr. Malone showed 
how concerned God is with production and 
results among His workers, and gave practi¬ 
cal instruction on how to be more productive 
with your time. 

Pastor Joel Hilliker encouraged ministers 
to care for their health so God can accomplish 
more with them. His lecture, “Fit for the Min¬ 


f United 
Kingdom 



istry,” gave useful pointers on getting ample 
sleep, quality nutrition and regular exercise. 
Pastor Andrew Locher spoke on “Loyalty and 
the Work of God,” showing how ministers 
must set an example of commitment to God’s 
Work. He spoke about specific ways that min¬ 
isters’ conduct, as both representatives and 
employees of the Work, impacts the success 
and reputation of the overall enterprise. 

All six of the Church’s regional directors 
spoke, and their messages wove together 
beautifully, providing a package of profound 
instruction on understanding and counsel¬ 
ing God’s people effectively and with a Spirit- 
minded approach. 

Western U.S. Regional Director Brian Da¬ 
vis discussed the importance of being “Minis¬ 
ters of the Spirit.” The New Covenant magni¬ 
fies the letter of God’s law, and ministers must 
teach how to keep the law of love in its full 
spiritual intent. He described how crucial it is 
for God’s priests to be asking God for wisdom 
and discernment, and saturated with God’s 
Spirit, in order to know how to solve prob¬ 
lems. Canada Regional Director Fred Dat- 


LEFT Pastor Andrew Locher delivers 
a multimedia presentation focusing 
on recent statistics of the Work. 

BELOW LEFT Preaching Elder Brad 
Macdonald locates pcg members in the 
UK/Europe region. 

tolo expounded on “The Weightier Matters of 
the Law” listed in Matthew 23:23 and Luke 
11:42: judgment, mercy, faith and love. He 
showed how each of these must be exercised 
in administering God’s law the way God Him¬ 
self does. Evangelist Alex Harrison, regional 
director for Latin America and six U.S. states, 
spoke on a specific area of counseling where 
deep spiritual understanding is paramount: 
marriage. He urged ministers to aid marriage 
preparation and address marriage problems by 
ensuring couples grasp the full revelation God 
gave to Herbert W. Armstrong on the subject. 

Eastern U.S. Regional Director Cal Cul¬ 
pepper revealed “Seven Proofs of Conver¬ 
sion”—specific questions that can help the 
ministry determine the degree to which 
someone is repenting and allowing God to 
shape his or her mind. The regional director 
for Australasia and Africa, John Macdonald, 
spoke on “Understanding and Counseling 
Non-Israelites.” He first proved how, amid a 
world cut off from God, Israel is the only na¬ 
tion and people that has ever received God’s 
truth and law; he then showed various ways 
this fact impacts the thinking of other peo¬ 
ples, and how ministers must recognize this in 
pastoring those whom God is calling. Europe 
Regional Director Brad Macdonald exam¬ 
ined “Working With Human Nature” based 
on an in-depth study of Mr. Armstrong’s and 
Gerald Flurry’s writings on the subject. He 
showed how easy it is for both minister and 
member to underestimate Satan’s influence 
and to mistake human effort for God’s righ¬ 
teousness. He underscored the importance of 
true repentance and showed what a spectacu¬ 
lar miracle the victory over human nature is. 

Mr. Flurry concluded his final message by 
emphasizing to the ministers how important 
it is to recognize and resist their own human 
nature in carrying out their jobs. He read 
Paul’s statement in Hebrews 3:2 that minis¬ 
ters are themselves “compassed with infirmi¬ 
ty,” susceptible to mistakes, humanly incapa¬ 
ble, and deeply reliant upon God to provide 
leadership of any value to God’s people. 

“Realize who the Head of this Church is!” 
Mr. Flurry said. “Be attuned to Him and 
back Him every way we possibly can. That is 
the only way to make this work!” 
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Foreign 

Language 

Translation 

update 


EDMOND —Forty-four translators and edi¬ 
tors and several staff members have contrib¬ 
uted to an increase in magazine and booklet 
production in the foreign language transla¬ 
tion department over the period of May/ 
June 2014, according to figures provided 
by department coordinator Edwin Trebels. 
In May, the department shipped 256 pieces 
of foreign language literature, 120 of which 
were Spanish. Visitors made 9,067 unique 
visits to the foreign language versions of 
theTrumpet.com and downloaded 469 for¬ 
eign-language booklets. 

“It is very impressive what God is able to 
do through them,” Trebels said. “Most of 
them are volunteers, and they are very com¬ 
mitted and sacrifice their personal time.” 

The department printed and distributed 
German, Spanish, French and Italian ver¬ 


A good month 

FLT translated and published these 

six booklets in 

the month of June: 

Dutch 

Song of Songs 

Finnish 

Redefining Family 

French 

Daniel Unlocks 

Revelation 

German 

Does God Exist? 

Norwegian 

deremiah and the 

Greatest Vision 

in the Bible 



sions of the Trumpet in June. The circula¬ 
tion of both Spanish and Italian Trumpet 
magazines increased about 10 percent com¬ 
pared to the same time last year. 

Trebels said he is pleased with the work 
the foreign language translation department 
is doing “because it extends the arm of the 
work to those who don’t understand English.” 

KAITLIN EAMES 


Singles study human nature 


EDMOND —Hundreds of Philadelphia 
Church of God local and online singles lis¬ 
tened to a Bible study on human nature by 
Pastor Joel Hilliker on June 28 in Armstrong 
Auditorium. Afterward, local singles played 
board games in the John Amos Field House 
across campus. 

Mr. Hilliker admonished the singles— 
from the United States, Canada, Philippines, 
Trinidad and Tobago, Australia, 

South Africa, Colombia, New 
Zealand, the Bahamas and In¬ 
dia—to prepare in advance to 
have a successful Feast of Tab¬ 
ernacles. He encouraged singles 
to look for ways to serve and to 
create a positive singles presence, 
enhancing the Feast experience. 

Mr. Hilliker then described 
one of the major themes that had 
emerged throughout the 2014 
ministerial conference, which 
had concluded three days prior. 

He described it as the biggest 
cause of the obstacles and hurdles 
singles face. That hidden cause, 
he said, is human nature. 

Two power outages occurred 
during the message. “I thought 
the blackouts that occurred during the mes¬ 
sage were extremely interesting,” music de¬ 
partment staff member Christopher Eames 
said. “It was a very revealing subject that 
Satan would be angry about. Even though 
the power went out a couple of times, it was 
restored quickly, and the message still went 
out strong and clear.” 

Mr. Hilliker addressed man’s basic and 
urgent need for God’s Holy Spirit. Without 
it, human beings experience a void that they 
too often fill with vanity. 

Mr. Hilliker admonished singles to con¬ 
sider how human nature could be affecting 
their relationships with others. 

“A lesson that I took away from the whole 
activity was to be as close to everyone as if 
they’re your family, because we are one,” 
hwac freshman Jordan Ellis said. 

“Singles, for the most part, don’t have 
physical families who are depending on 
them, so it is really crucial for us to realize 
the needs of our spiritual family,” Eames said. 

Mr. Hilliker urged singles to attack their 
human nature more ferociously, and to root 
out their natural way of thinking. 


The singles study tied closely to messages 
heard earlier that Sabbath. “It was like one 
long, interconnected message,” hwac sopho¬ 
more Lauren Eames said. 

“Part of what really helped the impact of 
the singles Bible study was how well God 
tied it in with the previous Bible study, ser- 
monette and sermon,” Ellis said. “Once we 
all heard the other foundational messages, 


Eight not-so-great traits 

In his Bible study, Mr. Hilliker enumerated 
these negative traits of human nature: 


• It is preoccupied with appearance 

• It is convinced of its own awesomeness 

• It is negative and critical of other people 

• It is easily offended 

• It resists going out of its way to serve ethers 

• It is interested only in what it can get from others 

• It causes self-pity 

• It can make a strong start peter out 


► 


SEE THE VIDEO! 


Mr. Hilliker’s message really gave us a practi¬ 
cal application in being a single.” 

Afterward, local singles played cards and 
board games at the field house. 

“Everyone there had a blast,” singles co¬ 
ordinator Steven Privratsky said. “There was 
a lot of yelling and laughter, and that’s what 
games are all about.” 

Privratsky and assistant coordinator Sarah 
Patten said the next singles Bible study is 
planned for September 6. KAITLIN EAM ES 


Single men! Did you meet your 
challenge for June? Are you ready for 
July? Click here and let us know! 
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Upholding God’s standard 
in dress and appearance 

Updated reprint from Philadelphian News, February 2009 

BY STEPHEN AND AMY FLURRY 


EDMOND —During his Philadelphia Youth 
Camp sermon before the campers on July 9, 
2005, Pastor General Gerald Flurry men¬ 
tioned that some of our ladies and their 
daughters need to be corrected about their 
skirts and/or dresses because they are either 
too short or too tight. He tied this in with 
Revelation 18:4 and how God’s people have 
been called upon to come out of Babylon. 
Someone has to tell you, paraphrasing my fa¬ 
ther, if you dont change your garments, you will 
suffer through the plagues of God. 

Those are strong words! As members in 
God’s Church, we must act accordingly. Up¬ 
holding God’s standards in dress and appear¬ 
ance is your responsibility and mine. 

Problems at PYC 

Every year at the Philadelphia Youth Camp, 
we encounter some problems in the way our 
teenagers dress, especially among girls. Satan 
is doing everything he can to get our ladies, 
both young and old, to be dazzled by sexy, 
slutty clothes. For some of our girls, it can 
be used as a way to attract attention from the 
opposite sex. Maybe it’s because they aren’t 
getting attention from a father. Maybe it’s be¬ 
cause of their parents’ lax standards. Maybe 
it’s because of ignorance. No matter the rea¬ 


son, God’s standards in dress must be upheld. 

This is why, every year at camp, we discuss 
God’s clothing standards. But this emphasis 
in pyc instruction must be accompanied by 
reinforcement at home if there is to be any 
permanent change in behavior. 

Before discussing some of the standards 
we emphasize at camp, let me first be clear— 
it is good to dress in style as much as possible. 
Herbert W. Armstrong plainly wrote about 
the importance of avoiding extreme worldly 
fads, but he did explain that God’s people 
are to be a light to the world and should set a 
good example—including in the way we dress. 
We shouldn’t look geeky or weird. We should 
make an effort to dress in style where God’s 
standard allows and makes it easier for people 
in the world to respect us. But dressing in style 
still must be done according to God’s standard. 

Added to the overall instruction my father 
gave us in that sermon, here then are some 
additional details that he couldn’t cover in a 
sermon. Most of these rules were discussed 
with the girls at pyc, and my father wanted 
the Church to be aware of them as well. 

Shirts and blouses 

As strongly as my father spoke about skirt 
length several Sabbaths ago, in speaking to 


him in person, he actually said shirts these 
days are more of a problem—they are just 
too tight! Mr. Armstrong didn’t have much 
to say about tight shirts in the article my fa¬ 
ther referred to because tight shirts weren’t 
the style when he wrote it. But today, they 
are definitely a problem. 

Shirts and blouses should not be too tight, es¬ 
pecially around the bosom. Here are some ways 
to determine if it is too tight: a) When the shirt 
has a stretch line that extends between the two 
breasts; b) When the shirt is “skin tight,” to¬ 
tally cupping the breasts, it’s too tight. It must 
have breathing room all the way down; c) If a 
button-up shirt is being pulled to where it cre¬ 
ates gaps in between the buttons, it is too tight. 

Keep in mind that some body types can 
wear something that would be inappropriate 
on someone with a different body type. That 
means in addition to looking for the red flags 
discussed above, you might also have to evalu¬ 
ate the clothing on an individual basis. Some 
shirts may be loose enough, but because of the 
pattern or colors, too much attention might be 
drawn to the breasts. (Some shirts emphasize 
the breasts with a contrasting color, for in¬ 
stance.) If the breasts are emphasized too much 
(if the eye goes straight to them), then the shirt 
is not appropriate. Exercise good judgment. 

Shirts must come down far enough. Shirts 
and blouses should not expose the stomach. 
Just touching the top of the pants isn’t good 
enough, because reaching up or bending 
over will expose skin. Wearing some kind of 
undershirt can help make certain borderline 
shirts appropriate, but the principal rule still 
applies: Make sure the skin around the waist¬ 
line is covered. 

Cleavage. Obviously, this area of the wom¬ 
an’s body should not be exposed. Again, ev¬ 
eryone is different. Some women have cleav¬ 
age that goes really high; some have none. But 
if one has cleavage, it must be covered. Our 
ladies and girls must also be taught to care¬ 
fully cover their chest when bending over. For 
example, at pyc, one girl had a perfectly ap¬ 
propriate shirt on, but while conversing with 
a group, she was sitting on a chair, leaning 
forward, with her elbows resting on her knees. 
This caused the material around her breasts to 
gather, thus exposing her cleavage. 

Sleeveless shirts and tank tops. We allow 
sleeveless shirts at pyc, but not tank tops. 
Outside of pyc, it might be appropriate for 
a woman to wear a tank top during some 
sporting events, but if that is the case, she 
must make sure that her bra cannot be seen 
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through the armholes. Neither should her 
bra straps be exposed—and it shouldn’t draw 
too much attention to the breasts. The style 
today where gals wear a spaghetti strap shirt 
and a fully exposed bra underneath is not ac¬ 
ceptable in God’s Family. If a bra strap occa¬ 
sionally slips out, and one immediately puts 
it back in, hoping that no one saw, that is 
understandable. It’s bound to happen every 
now and then. But if it usually happens when 
one wears a certain shirt, or when one wears 
a certain bra, something needs to be done 
about it: Change the shirt, pin the bra, or 
change the bra to a racer-back bra. Bra strap 
exposure should not happen consistently. 

Ladies need not go to an opposite extreme 
by wearing shirts that are too baggy—al¬ 
though it is certainly better to err on the side 
of being careful. It is good to wear shirts that 
are becoming to the womanly figure, but it 
should be done without looking seductive or 
showing things off. 

Pants and slacks 

Firstly, pants, whether for girls or guys, 
should not be too tight. One way to deter¬ 
mine this is if they change the shape of the 
buttocks —flattening it out. There needs to be 
some breathing room. 

For women, some low-rise pants are ap¬ 
propriate, but certainly not the very low-rise 
kind that are popular today among celebri¬ 
ties. Besides being too tight, some barely cov¬ 
er a woman’s private areas. But if a woman 
wears pants that are a little lower than higher- 
rise pants, she must make sure her shirt still 
covers her midriff. 

Ladies should try not to wear underwear 
that cuts the cheek in half, drawing atten¬ 
tion to underwear lines. There are bound to 
be some outfits that might not eliminate all 
underwear lines. This might be OK if you 
determine the pants to be loose enough to be 
appropriate. But well-fitting underwear that 
comes down far enough alleviates most or all 
of the underwear lines and will thus not draw 
undue attention to a woman’s backside. 

At camp, we learned that some of our girls 
were wearing thong underwear so as to elimi¬ 
nate underwear lines altogether. This, however, 
is inappropriate underwear for single women. 
(In my father’s words, it’s “totally unaccept¬ 
able.”) Thongs can make one feel “sexy” under¬ 
neath, which is something a single girl should 
not be concerned with. For a wife to wear this 
type of undergarment for her husband is differ¬ 


ent. But even among wives, thong underwear 
should be reserved for the bedroom; it should 
not be used for everyday activities. 

Shorts 

Pretty much all of the “short” shorts that are 
in the stores today are too short. However, a 
shorter person can wear shorter shorts than 
a tall person, just because she has less leg to 
cover. Shorts should come down to around 
mid-thigh, and definitely not expose the but¬ 
tocks when bending over. Girls are allowed to 
wear shorter, athletic-type shorts for sporting 
activities, but even then, they should come 
down to just above mid-thigh. 

Skorts. These are shorts that are made to 
look like miniskirts, or short skirts that have 
shorts underneath them. They are deceiving. 
The purpose is to make it look like one is 
wearing a miniskirt, and we are to avoid the 
appearance of evil. Therefore, they are not ac¬ 
ceptable. (An exception to this rule would be 
for toddlers or little girls.) 

Skirts and dresses 

Skirts and dresses are about the most femi¬ 
nine pieces of clothing women can wear, if 
they are appropriate. Thus, they should not 
be too tight or clingy as to cup under the 
buttocks. Many women struggle with this as 
they get older, perhaps after having children 
and putting on a few pounds. Mr. Armstrong 
said simply, either the skirt needs to be let 
out, or one must lose weight. But it can’t be 
worn in the meantime. 

Notice what Mr. Armstrong wrote in his 
article, “To Be Enforced—Ruling on Women’s 
Dress” regarding “too tight” skirts: “By that I 
mean these skirts taken up just below the hips, 
so they form-fit the buttocks, clinging tight 
behind and under the [buttocks.] ... I know 
that nearly all skirts are made that way today. 
But, 1) you do not have to buy that kind, and 
2 ) if you have them, you can, and must, if obe¬ 
dient, let them out at the seams. And if not 
obedient, God’s ministers will know you are 
part of this world, and not of God’s Church. 

“God is not a harsh or unreasonable 
God—nor are His ministers harsh, stern or 
unreasonable. We are merely defining wom¬ 
anly modesty. God’s Church must be obedi¬ 
ent. It must be kept morally pure!” ( Good 
News, September 1966). 

Another thing to watch for in dresses or 
skirts is that the slit doesn’t go too high. Since 
the whole purpose of a slit is to enable wom¬ 
en to walk better in straight skirts, it is OK 
if the slit comes to the top of the knee cap— 


but no higher. And when one sits, make sure 
the slit is covered, or the fabric of the skirt 
drapes over the slit. 

Regarding skirt length, Mr. Armstrong 
wrote, “[W]omen may wear skirts up to 
the knees—that is, just below the knee-cap, 
but not exposing it when standing. Women 
should wear skirts of sufficient length to cover 
the knees when sitting. 

“It is embarrassing to me, personally, 
when I see a woman in constant embarrass¬ 
ment tugging away at her skirt while she sits, 
to make it cover her knees when it simply 
is not long enough to cover them. Or, as so 
often happens, now, because her skirt comes 
merely to her knees when sitting, but leaves 
them completely exposed, she continually 
tries to pull her skirt tightly around her legs 
just above the knee, fastening the skirt un¬ 
derneath, between her legs and the chair. 

“No woman is going to look out of style, 
or attract attention to herself by wearing 
skirts long enough to cover the knees—even 
when sitting” (ibid). 

Later in the article, Mr. Armstrong wrote, 
“When many of you women wear skirts as 
high as (and now above) the knee, and which 
completely expose the knees when sitting, 
your skirts are an abomination in God’s eyes.” 

Swimsuits 

One-piece suits are the standard. However, 
even in the case of a one-piece, the cut should 
not run too high up the thigh. A safe guideline 
would be for it to approximately follow the 
natural crease in the groin. Also, be sure it se¬ 
curely cups under the buttocks in the back and 
doesn’t cut the buttocks cheek in half. 

At pyc, some of the girls asked about wear¬ 
ing a tankini, a two-piece suit with a top that 
drapes down over the swimsuit bottom like a 
tank top. We advised the girls to make sure 
the two pieces are sewn or tacked together 
so that they don’t come apart and expose the 
midsection. Swimming, after all, is a fairly ac¬ 
tive exercise. If Mr. Armstrong would be em¬ 
barrassed by a woman constantly pulling her 
skirt down to an appropriate length, he would 
surely feel the same way about a woman con¬ 
stantly pulling the top of a tankini down to 
cover her midriff. If a woman is not willing to 
keep the tankini tacked together by sewing or 
pinning it, she should not wear it. 

Of course, the more “traditional” two- 
piece bikinis are also unacceptable. Bathing 
suits can be worn with skirts or shorts over 
them, but this is not required of our ladies. 
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Lastly, as with shirts, no cleavage should he 
exposed. Ladies with high cleavage need to get 
suits that are higher around the neck. Also, 
ladies should again be educated to be careful 
about bending over—no matter the size of 
their breasts. 

Sabbath wear 

Dress should not be too casual. Mr. Arm¬ 
strong was quite strong about this. When I 
talked to my father, he said, “If there is any¬ 
thing casual about it, it’s not good enough.” 
He did, however, say that Bible study attire 
can be slightly less formal than Sabbath ser¬ 
vices attire, but it still should be dressy. 

“Everyday” flip-flops and casual sandals 
that one would normally wear with shorts 
and pants are not dressy enough for Sabbath 
services or Bible study. Some sandals are ap¬ 
propriate if they are dressy enough. Some 
have thought that ladies should always wear 
nylons to Sabbath services and Bible study. 
While it is true that nylons can “dress up” a 
womans appearance, nylons are not required. 

There has also been some confusion at 
times regarding dress shirts for men. My fa¬ 
ther has said before that we should require 
song leaders, prayer men and speakers to wear 
white shirts. Beyond that, however, white 
shirts are not mandatory for Sabbath services 
or Bible study. My father has also suggested 
that it would be good for ministers to get into 
the habit of wearing a white shirt at Sabbath 
services—even if not speaking—but colored 
or striped shirts are fine for Bible studies. As 
for members, unless they are getting up be¬ 
fore the congregation, they are not required 
to wear white shirts. It would be a good idea 
for all men, however, to incorporate some 
white shirts into their overall wardrobe. 

Formal wear 

Since there are four or five formal events a 
year at Herbert W. Armstrong College, we 
have addressed a number of questions regard¬ 
ing formal dresses and gowns. The biggest 
problems we have encountered have been 
dresses that are too tight or that expose too 
much skin —or both. A number of students 
have tried on dresses in front of my wife be¬ 
fore the formal occasion, just to make sure it 
is appropriate. Parents should be discerning 
enough to prevent their girls from wearing 
inappropriate formals. But if not, God’s min¬ 
isters are instructed to act! 

As far as guidelines go, even though the 


style for formals is tighter than Sabbath 
dresses, our ladies should buy formals with 
some “breathing room.” Tube-like dresses 
that hug the curves like cellophane wrap are 
simply too tight and should not be worn. 

Regarding skin exposure, it is OK for 
ladies to wear dresses that expose the shoul¬ 
ders, but no cleavage should show. It would 
also be fine for the back to be exposed down 
to about mid-back—around where the wom¬ 
an’s normal bra line would be. With a dress 
like this, it would be fine for the lady to use a 
special bra that wraps around the lower back. 
No matter the dress style, a bra must be worn. 

For dresses that expose the shoulders, we 
do require students to wear formals with 
straps. They can be small straps, like a half¬ 
inch wide. In years past, hwac has allowed 
girls to wear dresses with spaghetti straps, 
which are like a string. But my father has de¬ 
cided to change that. If a dress does not have 
arm sleeves, it must at least have straps— 
about a half-inch wide or wider. 

And as with Sabbath dresses, the length 
of the formal should reach to at least the bot¬ 
tom of the knee. 

Cosmetics 

Obviously, our ladies do not wear makeup. 
What sorts of things, then, are appropriate 
to put on your face or body? Here are some 
guidelines to abide by: 

■ Clear nail polish to harden one’s nails is 
OK. Nail polish with any color or spar¬ 
kles is not acceptable. A French mani¬ 
cure is not OK (the kind with the white 
tips). Colorless chapsticks and lip- 
moisturizers that have sheen are OK. 

Lip gloss, whether plain or with color 
or sparkles, is not OK. There might be 
a fine line between what is considered 
a lip moisturizer as opposed to gloss, 
but if the intent is to just make the lips 
shiny, then it borders too closely on 
wearing lipstick and should be avoided. 

■ Sparkles on the skin and hair are also 
not acceptable. 

■ Cover-up over a scar, blemish or dark 
rings under the eyes is OK. Cover-up 
over the whole face—a perfectly fine 
face—is not OK. Makeup powder 
over an excessively greasy face is OK 
(to minimize grease). Makeup powder 
over normal skin is not OK. 

■ It is fine for members to perm their hair, 
but not to color, tint or streak their hair. 


There may be certain extreme cases where 
more would be allowed, for example, eye¬ 
brow liner for someone who has no eye¬ 
brows. Wigs are acceptable for balding ladies, 
as well as toupees for men. (Hair extensions 
for girls or ladies with a normal head of hair 
are not appropriate.) 

Ear piercing 

That women in God’s Church can be stylish 
but avoid the extreme styles evident in the 
world also applies to ear piercing. It has be¬ 
come stylish for women in the world to have 
multiple piercings in the ear. In fact, it has 
become popular to pierce just about any 
body part. To have pierced earrings all the 
way up the ear or in the middle of the ear 
or the top of the ear represents one extreme. 
To forbid any ear piercing would represent 
the other extreme. In the effort to provide 
a guideline for our women to be stylish and 
yet avoid the extremes, the Church has estab¬ 
lished the policy that up to two piercings in 
the earlobe is both modest and stylish. 

Many women, young or mature, who have 
two piercings in the ear generally wear a hoop 
with a second diamond or other jeweled stud. 
To have two piercings in the lobe after this 
manner is an element of style and does repre¬ 
sent modesty. But to go further than this and 
pierce all the way up the ear or in the middle or 
top of the ear is following an extreme trend of 
the world and must be avoided. Therefore, the 
Church policy in regard to ear piercing is to 
permit two ear piercings in the earlobe and no 
more. As we have stated previously, this does 
not mean we recommend that all women get 
piercings or wear two earrings in the lobe. But 
to do so would not go against Church policy. 
In this matter, teens must obey their parents 
and a wife should submit to her husband. For 
the single women, two piercings is a matter of 
choice based upon personal desire and taste. 

This same principle would also apply to 
other jewelry such as ankle bracelets and toe 
rings. It is permissible for ladies to wear these 
(it is a matter of choice), but extremes must 
be avoided. Likewise, teens must obey their 
parents and wives should submit to their 
husbands in this matter. 

Modesty in all things 
Paul admonished us to let our moderation 
be known (Philippians 4:5). This would cer¬ 
tainly apply to God’s standards in dress and 
appearance. To carnal minds, some rules and 
standards are hard to come to terms with. This 
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is where it is especially helpful for parents, 
ministers, and ministers’ wives to accentuate 
the positives in following these rules. Rather 
than only pointing out the negatives—the 
things they can’t do—help our ladies see the 
positives. Help them get excited about dressing 
modestly. This is what we try to do at pyc. 

Following these rules will lead to happiness. 
For our ladies, they will lead to purity and a 
wholesome and feminine mind. This is think¬ 
ing like God, the way He created us to think— 
so it automatically will lead to happiness. 

Parents should emphasize to their daugh¬ 
ters that following these rules eventually will 
lead to attracting not just any man—a lust- 
filled, selfish man—but a good man—a man 
who will love, take care of, cherish and adore, 
and continue to be attracted to her because of 
the feminine and wholesome woman she is! 

This is an opportunity to be different— 
special! Women in God’s Church don’t have 
to sell their bodies cheaply, dressing provoca¬ 
tively like most girls in the world. Our teen¬ 
agers can be royalty, even when they go to 
school. Dressing modestly will help them to 
think more like royalty! 

Don’t be discouraged if you have to get rid 
of some clothes, or by the “daunting” task of 
going shopping with all these rules. It is pos¬ 
sible to dress in style and still abide by God’s 
standards. 

Pray about it —get God involved in devel¬ 
oping your wardrobe. Ask God for help dis¬ 
cerning the difference between sexy clothing 
and feminine clothing. Ask God to help you 
find clothing that is flattering, feminine and 
affordable. Parents should encourage their 
teenagers to do the same thing. 

Be honest with yourself 

Ladies, probe into your own mind—be hon¬ 
est with yourself and analyze why you may 
favor seductive dress, if you do. Ask questions 
like these, or encourage your daughters to ask 
themselves questions like these: 

Is this a favorite shirt because it accentuates 
the breasts and turns on the guys? If so, it’s as¬ 
suredly too tight of a shirt. 

Do you want to wear high slits so guys notice 
your good-looking legs? 

Do you like tight, form-fitting skirts or pants 
so you can show off'your backside, and draw 
even more attention to it by swaying your hips 
when you walk, so you can catch a few glances? 

Do you purposely hunch over in your chair 
when you re talking to guys to create a gap in 


your shirt that would expose your chest? 

Do you perhaps push your arms closer to¬ 
gether in the front, maybe lean over a bit, in 
order to create cleavage? 

These questions help us to see where our 
minds and where our daughters’ minds are 
focused. God knows what we all are doing 
and thinking. Teenage girls may be fooling 
themselves. They may fool their parents. But 
they are not fooling God—and they are not 
even fooling the guys they’re trying to attract. 

When you buy a piece of clothing, is it be¬ 
cause you feelfeminine in it? Pretty? Soft? Deli¬ 
cate? Or is it because you think, “Well this will 
turn on the guys. This will make so-and-so like 
me. Surely he’ll like me if I wear this. ” 

Buying clothes to look feminine, beau¬ 
tiful, pretty and soft is wonderful! And the 
right type of guys will find that kind of dress 
attractive. Buying sexy clothes in hopes to 
lure in a guy, or all guys, is just plain self¬ 
ish and it’s ugly to God. It may temporarily 
make ladies feel good when men look their 
way. But what types of men are these? Are 
they really the type of men one would want 
to marry some day? Are they really the type 
of men one would want providing for her? 
Protecting her? Rearing her children? 

Besides attracting the lowlifes, dressing 
provocatively also puts a stumbling block be¬ 
fore righteous men. King David was hardly a 
“lowlife.” Yet, in part because a woman was 
flaunting her goods, so to speak, he gave in to 
the temptation of sin, and it nearly destroyed 
him. As I asked our girls at camp, do you 
want to be responsible for leading a God¬ 
fearing man down that path of destruction? 

God expects much more of our women 
and girls! If our girls want a God-fearing man 
for a husband someday, if they want to marry 
Christ someday, it will take more patience; it 
will take discipline, character-building and ed¬ 
ucation. But what rewards: to have self-respect; 
to have others—including men—respect them 
more; to know men are attracted to them be¬ 
cause of their personality, because of who they 
are, because of how feminine they are—cer¬ 
tainly not because of how “sexy” they are. 

And most importantly, emphasize that 
God will be happy with them! 

One last point can be made here. Some 
women go to the other extreme and dress in 
clothes that are too baggy or totally unbecom¬ 
ing. This is certainly not what God wants. The 
Church doesn’t usually talk so much about 
this extreme because in today’s world, this 
problem isn’t as common. But if women feel 
uncomfortable dressing femininely, or look¬ 


ing like a woman, it is something that needs 
to be dealt with. Perhaps these women have 
issues with men in general. Perhaps they think 
it’s wrong to dress attractively, even if in a 
wholesome way. Perhaps they are proud of the 
fact that they dress like a slob, and are proud 
that they don’t need to “show ofP’ their body 
to boost their self-esteem; in this case, dressing 
like a slob is plain vanity! Perhaps they just 
don’t care—they don’t love themselves enough 
to properly take care of themselves the way 
God created them to. 

God didn’t create women to look like 
frumpy old maids. He created beauty, and He 
created women to be beautiful! But He wants 
them to be beautiful His way—not Satan’s way. 

Howto enhance natural beauty 

■ Be clean and neat. 

■ Buy modest, nicely fitting clothes that 
show your figure, but don’t show it off! 

■ Buy clothes that enhance natural skin 
tones. The book Color Me Beautiful 
by Carole Jackson and other similar 
books can help determine which col¬ 
ors enhance one’s unique skin tones. 
This helps brighten up people’s faces 
naturally. 

■ Get a £ 00 ^/haircut. This can do wonders. 

■ Exercise so you have a fit, trim and 
toned body, and so your skin is rosy 
from circulating blood. 

■ Learn about nutrition and eat healthy 
foods so your body is working well and 
is clean on the inside. This will help 
your complexion and increase your en¬ 
ergy level, which is attractive. 

■ Smile! Live God’s way and be happy. No 
matter how good-looking you might be 
on the outside, a negative personality 
makes even that ugly. A positive, out¬ 
going, happy person is magnetic. 

■ Develop the mind. A woman who is 
God-fearing, intelligent, knowledge¬ 
able about a wide variety of subjects, 
trustworthy, responsible and able to ex¬ 
press herself well is an attractive person. 

God created women to be feminine and 
modest—like a princess or a queen. If wom¬ 
en are anything but that, they are not living 
up to their highest potential and will miss 
out on real happy, abundant living. Modesty 
is something to be excited about. 

It is time for all of us to analyze our dress 
and our minds and to purify! We have been 
instructed. Now we must act accordingly. 
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PYC Philippines: 

‘Faith, Family and Friends’ 


THE PHILIPPINES— On May 5-18, 45 
campers from different parts of the country 
gathered for the 2014 Philippines Philadel¬ 
phia Youth Camp in Clearwater Country 
Club in Clark, Pampanga. The camp theme, 
based on 1 Corinthians 7:14, was “Faith, 
Family and Friends.” 

During orientation for the two-week 
camp, director John Macdonald emphasized 
that the teens in God’s Church are set apart 
for holy use. “pyc is about God working with 
you,” he said. During the “talking stick” in¬ 
troduction activity, campers described their 
desire to grow spiritually and also to speak 
more English, which is a second language for 
the majority. 

Campers participated in activities in¬ 
cluding beach volleyball, swimming, soccer, 
softball, and kayaking through an obstacle 
course on an artificial stream. They also 
danced the swing, cha-cha and waltz, and 
heard lectures on womanhood, leadership, 
budgeting, goal-setting and vision, nutrition 
and table etiquette. 

“I learned that we should develop and pre¬ 
pare now so that we can be better wives in 
the future physically and spiritually,” camper 
Anjulie Cruz said after Womanhood class. 

Camper David Concepcion said this year’s 
camp “deepen [ed] my insight of the God Fam¬ 
ily vision—that we are going to be like God.” 


Campers said one of the most challenging 
evening activities was Bible Quiz Night. At 
the end of the battle of Bible brains, Dorm 
2 B, “ David’s Rock, ’’won the contest. 

At the first Friday-night dinner, campers 
and workers dined in a jungle-like setting 
with life-size paper animals, including a lion, 
crocodile and elephant. Female campers set 
tables, arranged flowers, and baked cream 
puffs for dessert. After the meal, campers and 
staff watched two Trumpet Daily episodes 
that featured the David—The Endless Throne 
Begins musical. Campers said they were up¬ 
lifted to see the way God blessed headquar¬ 
ters with the talent that contributed to the 
success of the performance. 

The next day, campers conversed with the 
Angeles City members before and after servic¬ 
es and listened to a recorded sermon by Pas¬ 
tor General Gerald Flurry titled “Building the 
Work of God.” After sunset, campers danced, 
applying the moves they learned in dance class. 

Another evening activity consisted of 
the movie Dolphin Tale, which tells the true 
story of a young boy who cares for a tailless 
dolphin and helps bring together a group of 
people including two families to help save 
her. Campers said one of the memorable 
lines from the movie tied in with the camp 
theme: “Family is forever.” 

During the second half of pyc, campers 
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LEFT Dorm 2B learns the proper form 
for passing in beach volleyball. 

TOP Jude Caratao takes an 
aerial walk on a floating bridge. 

ABOVE Softball instructor Nathaniel 
Villanueva demonstrates batting 
mechanics to campers Sharayah 
Concepcion, Samantha Aquino and 
Pamela Todoc, along with assistant 
counselor Maria Elena Paradillo. 

participated in an off-site activity at a nearby 
obstacle course. Assistant camp director and 
activity organizer Kirk Macdonald said he 
wanted this year’s activity to push the camp¬ 
ers further, and the obstacle course provided 
that opportunity. 

One of the most anticipated events dur¬ 
ing pyc was speech night, held at a hall 
inside a newly opened hotel. The program 
included four speakers, three of whom are 
Imperial Academy-Philippines students. 
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PYC plays 
at Sandbox 
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Camp worker Zuraida Mae Villanueva said 
it was “amazing” to see God “stirring and 
steering these young people’s minds to His 
way of life.” 

Many first-time campers said the fine- 
dining experience was also memorable. 

“It was very beautiful there, and the food 
was very delicious,” said first-time camper 

TOP Campers and workers at Sandbox 
RIGHT Zachary Aquino and Piolo Carig 
scale the rappelling station. 

TOP RIGHT Camp director John Mac¬ 
donald (driving) and John Bolhano kick 
up a trail of dust on the atv course. 

Claire Kent Bolhano. Mrs. Lynda Macdon¬ 
ald, who taught etiquette class, said she was 
well pleased with the setting, as it gave camp¬ 
ers the opportunity to apply principles they 
had learned in class. “I was surprised to see 
the butter knife, which they learned how to 
use in this year’s etiquette class,” she said. 

Toward the end of the session, campers 
and workers squared off for all-star volleyball 
and soccer games. The games demonstrated 
the strength and endurance of the youthful 
campers, but the worker teams’ experience 
won them the victory. On the last day of 
camp, worker and camper teams participat¬ 
ed in the Mini Olympics. This year’s event 
tested the agility, fitness and quick wits of 
the teams across six stations: swimming, vol¬ 
leyball, kayaking, biking, running, Cross- 
Fit and an obstacle course. Teams also had 



to answer questions ranging from memory 
scriptures, lecture notes, and even manual 
computation (learned in budgeting class) 
in order to advance to the next station. The 
worker team claimed the victory. 

This was the fourth year pyc— Philippines 
was held in Clearwater, and it was “the best 
camp ever in terms of attitudes and spirit,” 
according to John Macdonald. Workers who 
served at previous pycs observed that camp¬ 
ers were more enthusiastic, more focused, 
and more engaged in all of the classes and 
activities. PCG STAFF 

With reporting by Nikoli John Guillar 
and Miraclene Moltio 



THE PHILIPPINES— On May 13, 43 camp¬ 
ers and 19 workers conquered fears of heights, 
tested their dexterity, and felt the adrenaline 
rush in all-terrain vehicles at the Sandbox rec¬ 
reational facility in Porac, Pampanga. 

Dorms stepped, swung and rode through 
the giant playground’s stations, which includ¬ 
ed an aerial walk, 13-foot adventure tower, a 
giant swing, and a roller coaster zip line. They 
also tested their riding skills on a bike track 
and experienced some intense rides on atvs. 

Camper Miguel Pocholo Guillar said 
the free fall and giant swing activities were 
“challenging because I had to conquer my 
fears. I felt my muscles tense every time I 
fell, but it was a great experience.” 

Josiah Wesley Rodis described the activ¬ 
ity as “enjoyably terrifying.” 

Dorothy Ann Miriam Rodis said riding 
across bumpy, sandy roads in speeding atvs 
driven by camp director John Macdonald 
or assistant camp director Kirk Macdonald 
was “the coolest activity.” 

“There’s so many things I needed to deal 
with at Sandbox—stability on the ropes and 
harness, sand, fear of heights—but still I 
ended up having fun with my fellow camp¬ 
ers,” camper Sharayah Faye Concepcion said. 

The new adventure hub 45 minutes away 
from the campsite was a door God opened, 
according to Kirk Macdonald, who orga¬ 
nized the activity. After scaling Mount Aray- 
at last year, it was challenging to find a new, 
more rigorous activity to push the young 
people further, he said. Mr. Macdonald and 
Philippines office manager Broderick Tong- 
co explored off-site activities, and the venue 
opened just in time for it to be included in 
the activity roster. PCG STAFF 

With reporting by 
Paul Orencia and Ma. Vina Leal 
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One-on-one with the director 

Q&A with PYC 2014 director Wayne Turgeon 

EDMOND—Evangelist Wayne Turgeon will direct this years Philadelphia Youth Camp. 
His summer camp experience began in 1980 as a counselor for the Worldwide Church of 
Gods Summer Educational Program in Loch Lomond, Scotland. Since the mid-’90s, he 
has taught occasional sports and speech classes, served as an assistant director and now as 
director for several years. 



Will you describe your favorite 
memory from all your years at pyc? 

The meals. Delicioso. [Also] just seeing the 
youth catch the vision and open up and 
change in that short of a period. 

How does camp rank in 
terms of your responsibilities? 

Education is a big part of the ministry, and 
part of my job as a teacher at AC and a prin¬ 
cipal for IA. I don’t know if I could really [as¬ 
sign] one, two, three, four, five. Some sum¬ 
mers, you say selfishly that you would just 
like to have the whole summer off. But it’s 
only three weeks, and these kids will be able 
to change for the rest of their lives. How do 
we know if we might be able to reach one, 
two, more, several more if we have the op¬ 
portunity again? 

Do you remember any specific instances 
of seeing a change in a camper's life? 

I don’t know that it comes through the lec¬ 
tures as much as it comes through one-on- 
one counseling. We might hear about lecture 
results after the fact, but generally it’s going 
to be in those counseling sessions where they 
take correction and run with it and make a 
change in their lives. 


LEFT Camp director 
Wayne Turgeon 

What makes you enjoy playing 
softball with the campers? 

That’s one sport I can fairly do at my age. 
... It gets me hands-on involved. Early 
on, I had to spend a lot of time with all 
the lectures, but now I’ve gotten that set. 

Can you share a story from sep? 

We had a really wet, stormy camp [in 
Scotland]. It was after Mt. St. Helens 
had blown in May, so it was just rain¬ 
ing throughout all of Europe. It was 
the wettest summer on record for many 
years. It was storming, with thunder 
and lightning. The guys were all, “Eeeee. 
Ooohhhh,” scared to death. I got down 
on the middle of the floor—I don’t know 
if I could do it now—and cranked out 
100 pushups and said, “If I hear another 
peep, all of you are going to get down and 
do the same number.” I sat up for hours 
waiting for some noise from anybody, 
and it was dead quiet. 

What do you like about directing camp? 

Family, children, young people. Such an 
important part of the Work under Mr. 
Armstrong and now Mr. Flurry. It’s help¬ 
ful that Em the principal of that same age 
group on the middle- and high school- 
level. I’m pretty blessed in that I don’t 
have some of the typical writing dead¬ 
lines as some of the employees, so it does 
free them up to keep doing what they do. 
... I did miss it a lot, that one summer 
[2010]. I had to hear all the chanting 
and singing. It was almost unbearable, 
because I was so involved with it before. 
To be out of it was such a dramatic shift. 

Any hints about the camp theme? 

It’s from a scripture in the Old Testa¬ 
ment. Hopefully that narrows it down a 
bitforyou! GRANTTURGEDN 
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One-on-one 
with the asst, 
director 

Philadelphia Youth Camp assistant director 
Eric Burns has accumulated 11 years of sum¬ 
mer camp experience, as 
ABOVE operations manager and 

Camp asst. assistant director. He 

dir. Eric Bums recently shared a camp 

memory from the early 
days and a camp goal for this year’s session: 

“Housing has always been a big challenge 
at pyc. One year, we got the bright idea to 
put the guys in a tent city. It must have rained 
every night at 2 in the morning.” 

The frequent downpour resulted in col¬ 
lapsing tents and groggy boys. 

This year, Mr. Burns says he expects more 
interesting occurrences, hopefully not as dras¬ 
tic as the tent city chaos. He has a goal: Inspire 
the male campers to challenge themselves. 

Recalling his own childhood, Mr. Burns 
said, “If you found a couple nails and a 
board, immediately you thought, ‘We’re go¬ 
ing to build a fort.’” 

“Our young men are having a hard time 
seeing achievement in front of them,” he 
says. “Without that, it’s just hard work. So¬ 
ciety has told our boys, ‘Quit trying to be 
the boss.’” 

Ideally, the male campers will learn from 
the hwac men they interact with each day, 
Mr. Burns said. “The guys who come out of 
this college are changed men. It’s the oppor¬ 
tunities they have to be leaders and step up.” 

Mr. Burns says he plans to show the 
young men the benefits and satisfaction that 
come with achievement and hard work. 
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New, old campers recall favorite memories 



EDMOND—One hundred forty-four young people will arrive on the Herbert W. Armstrong Col¬ 
lege campus next Wednesday for the start of Philadelphia Youth Camp. For many, July 9 is the most 
anticipated day of the year, pyc day 1 marks the beginning of a memorable, life-changing journey for 
Gods youth. At the end of these three weeks of lectures, sports, dancing, dining and activities, they 
will have made friends, built good habits, pushed their limits and strengthened their relationships with 
God. Over the years, pyc has created lasting memories. Here, current and former campers share 
memories from camp sessions in America, Australia and the Philippines. G RANT TU RG ED N 


My favorite pyc memory is establishing a 
good relationship with my counselor and the 
many AC students who were working at the 
time. She set a great example for me to learn 
from and follow. She really showed that she 
believed and lived the lifestyle that camp and 
AC was teaching. She spent quality time with 
each one of her campers in our dorm. When¬ 
ever I asked a question, she always seemed 
to have the answer. It was my first pyc. It 
opened my eyes to a way of life filled with 
happiness and joy that I had no idea existed. 
It was my first and best year. 

—Tiffany Watson 1 , Oklahoma member 

My assistant counselor took me aside and told 
me I need to try harder, work harder, and get 
out of my comfort zone. Since then, I haven’t 
looked back. Years later he told me I had 
changed a lot from that first year at pyc. God 
can do powerful things [with] small moments. 

—Abraham Blondeau, HWAC junior 

One of my favorite camp memories is when 
we would all sit around the dorm room after 
the day’s activities were over and just chat. 
We all got to know each other on a more per¬ 
sonal level during those times. 

—Lori Hochstetler, Indiana single 


My favorite pyc memory has been the fac¬ 
ulty home visits. For the past three pycs, 
I’ve been privileged to attend the Malones’ 
home. [W]e go to their piano room and Mr. 
Malone starts playing some common songs 
that everyone knows, and everyone starts 
singing along. 

—Andrea Garciai, Kansas teen 

One of my favorites is when Mr. Hilliker 
came into our dorm in the morning and talk¬ 
ed to us about being more manly, stepping 
out of our comfort zone and giving 100 per¬ 
cent effort in all activities. The rest of the day, 
our entire dorm worked together on what he 
told us. That moment changed not just that 
camp, but all the ones after it. 

—William Browni, Oregon teen 

I think my favorite pyc memories are the 
campers I taught soccer to who weren’t nec¬ 
essarily the most talented, but gave all their 
effort. They were the ones who made teach¬ 
ing so fulfilling. They applied what they were 
taught, and that mixture of teachable atti¬ 
tude and 100 percent effort made the biggest 
impact on the soccer field. There is definitely 
a spiritual lesson in that. 

—Matthew Friesen, Canada member 


LEFT Camper Josue Michels dribbles 
the ball against worker Samuel Livings¬ 
ton in an all-star soccer match. 

My greatest camp memory has to be my first 
year. I wasn’t very good at sports. My dorm 
and I were playing basketball. I really didn’t 
get the ball too much, so I was excited when 
I got it this time. I got passed the ball while 
I was standing on the 3-point line, shot and 
made a perfect swish. 

—Jared Sc how, Oregon teen 

Winning the 4x100 meter relay with my 
dorm in 2010. It was a crazy night with 
ominous clouds, thunder and lightning, and 
ended up being an awesome night for track 
and field events. 

—Kyle Cocomise, HW AC junior 

My greatest pyc memory is when the camp¬ 
ers beat the workers at volleyball all-stars. We 
were all so excited and hoping to get a win. 

—Cheyenne Chaney Ohio teen 

My favorite pyc memory was when we trav¬ 
eled to Lawton for the wakeboarding/rock 
climbing combo. My favorite part of that 
year’s pyc was the rappelling portion. The 
sinking and weightless feeling in my stomach 
made me feel terrified, then I did it again, and 
a few more times. What at one point scared 
me became one of my most cherished memo¬ 
ries of pyc. Life I have found to be a lot like 
this rappelling experience—once you let go of 
the death grip you think you have on con¬ 
trolling everything, and just listen to God’s 
instructions to take the leaps in life, then the 
experience is not only a lot of fun, but also the 
lessons carry over into all other areas of life. 

—Laskey Hart, Canada member 

One good one is when we were hiking up Mt. 
Arayat in the Philippines. I knew I was low on 
fuel. I needed sugar. Luckily, Maree had a ba¬ 
nana with her. As soon as I took a bite, the feeling 
was indescribable. I immediately forgot about 
my sore and shaky muscles. Apparendy this 
was hilarious to the Filipinos, who keeled over 
laughing at me. Although we had funny times 
coming up the mountain, on the way down I re¬ 
ally understood and felt that God had His angels 
there with us, pushing us on. The entire activity 
unified the entire camp. It was the camp miracle. 

—JoelI a Toll's, Australia teen 
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Morning Star tells 
story of Apostle 
Peter Waldo 



EDMOND —Imperial Academy students de¬ 
buted Morning Star on June 22 in front of 
approximately 500 concertgoers in Arm¬ 
strong Auditorium and hundreds more who 
streamed the show live online. The 75-min¬ 
ute musical by Philadelphia Church of God 
music director Ryan Malone portrays the 
work of 12th-century apostle Peter Waldo 

Morning Star—The Acts of Waldo the Apos¬ 
tle featured 31 students from Imperial Acad¬ 
emy, and three students and a graduate form 
Herbert W. Armstrong College. The Impe¬ 
rial students also represented the Muggavin 
School of Irish Dance. 

Through singing and dancing, perform¬ 
ers conveyed Waldo’s life experience and 
its connection to the modern experience in 
God’s Church. The show’s narration intro¬ 
duced this theme: “His calling, conversion 
and commission are the ultimate Christian 
journey.” 

The first half of Morning Star is set in a 
marketplace in southern France where Wal¬ 
do, a wealthy merchant played by Imperial 
freshman Zechariah Henderson, sold silks 
and jewelry. The death of a close friend, 


punctuated by 
a singer’s lyrics 
about mortal¬ 
ity, then caused 
Waldo to ponder 
his purpose and 
future. He de¬ 
cided that the an¬ 
swers were in the 
Holy Bible, and 
he paid a handsome sum for two scholars to 
translate it from Latin to Provencal, the com¬ 
mon language of the region. The two scholars 
were played by Imperial senior Gianni Welsh 
and hwac freshman Jordan Ellis. 

“Having a starring role is really nerve- 
wracking in some ways because you don’t 
want to upstage the higher leading roles, yet 
you also have to perform your best for the 
audience,” Ellis said. 

The play’s narration told the story of how, 
inspired by the truth found in the Bible, Wal¬ 
do gave away his possessions and held study 
meetings in his home. The movement grew 
until it caught the attention of the religious 
authorities, who were displeased with it. 


ABOVE LEFT Zechariah Henderson, as 

Peter Waldo, distributes Bibles. 

TOP Irish dancers perform. 

MIDDLE The Waldensian school setting 

ABOVE The musical's emblem 

“This is our Christian duty, our holy obliga¬ 
tion: To silence and stop this ungodly aberra¬ 
tion,” sang Imperial eighth-grader Seth Malone, 
in the part of the religious leader of Lyon. 

“I feel that when you are the antagonist, 
you must connect to your character, yet there 
is still a difference between acting and real life,” 
said Malone, the son of the show’s producer. 

The story recounted how the politi- 

3 STAR page 15 
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Star E from page 14 

cal and religious authorities of southern 
France banned Waldo and his followers from 
preaching the Word of God. But they refused 
to comply, instead moving to northern Italy 
and setting up Bible schools. 

The second half of the show took place in 
one of these Waldensian schools. Since Bibles 
were scarce and dangerous to own, students 
memorized large passages and wrote out cop¬ 
ies by hand, singing, “Write it on our hearts; 
etch it on our minds. Mark it on our memo¬ 
ries; fixed there for all time. Put it in our in¬ 
ward parts; write it on our hearts.” 

Morning Star was Mr. Malone’s third mu¬ 
sical production after Jeremiah—A Musical 
and Step-Dancing Extravaganza in December 
2012 , and David—The Endless Throne Begins 
in December 2013; it was his first produc¬ 
tion performed exclusively by students. 

“The acting was superb,” said Canadian 


member Kenneth Fehr, who streamed the 
musical online. “Their quality performance 
emphasized the message to the point where 
you forgot how young the performers are.” 

Waldo’s students developed into trained 
teachers of God’s Word and went out in pairs 
throughout Western Europe. The students 
and the messengers sang, “This good news 
must be unstoppable .... This good news 
must reach the largest audience possible.” 

In the early 13 th century, Waldo and his 
followers faced fierce persecution. Reading 
the Bible in the vernacular was banned, and 
Waldenses were burned for preaching the 
Word. This confrontation ended the work of 
the Thyatira era of God’s Church, the nar¬ 
rator intoned, but God promised that the 
Church itself would never die. 

The narration recounted Waldo’s death 
in 1217 and summarized the legacy of his 
work, which helped prompt other religious 
denominations to spread the Word of God 


TOP LEFT Jordan Ellis (left) and Gianni 
Welsh play the part of translators. 

TOP RIGHT Waldo in the marketplace 
ABOVE LEFT Irish dancers in the 
Waldensian school setting 
ABOVE RIGHT Musical accompaniment 

throughout the world. 

“I thought the musical was educational, 
since I’m less familiar with the story of Peter 
Waldo,” Edmond single Amber Eagle said. 
“It was really inspiring to see how they han¬ 
dled persecution and weren’t afraid to stick 
with their leader.” 

Edmond member Andrew McLain, 
whose son and daughter performed in the 
musical, said he felt “very blessed to have my 
children be a part of it.” 

Campers at the 2014 Philadelphia Youth 
Camp, many of whom participated in the 
debut, will perform an encore version of the 
musical in July. GRANTTURGEGN 
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One Imperial Academy student’s journey 
to Armstrong Auditorium center stage 



EDMOND—Hie bright lights illuminate the 
stage; a projection of a medieval library filled 
with books and scrolls fills the space from floor 
to ceiling. A young man in street clothes stands 
on stage and his baritone voice sings with con¬ 
viction to the almost-empty auditorium: “The 
Word of God must be found in every corner, 
renowned and read by all, so every man can 
understand when God our Father calls.” 

For Imperial Academy senior Gianni 
Welsh, this was all part of a unique oppor¬ 
tunity to walk in some fascinating footsteps. 
He was rehearsing his role as Stephen, a 12th- 
century translator, for Morning Star—The 
Acts of Waldo the Apostle. The new mu¬ 
sical by Philadelphia Church of God music 
director Ryan Malone focuses on the life of 
Peter Waldo, an apostle during the Thyatira 
era of the Church of God. 

Welsh’s experience gives a behind-the- 
scenes look at how Imperial students have 
prepared through auditions, solo practices and 
group rehearsals for the schools first musical. 
For more than 30 Imperial students, plus three 
students and a graduate from Herbert W. Arm¬ 
strong College, the last five months have been 
about preparing for the Morning Star debut. 

This wasn’t Welsh’s first time taking the 
Armstrong Auditorium stage for a musical, 
but Morning Star marks his first role as a 
lead. He was also the understudy for the part 
of Peter Waldo. 


“Basically, we are the ones responsible for 
translating the Bible to Waldo, which allows 
him to understand it,” Welsh said of his char¬ 
acter and of his counterpart Bernard, played 
by hwac freshman Jordan Ellis. “I was re¬ 
ally excited to be able to get a lead role, and 



not only that, but be able to learn the main 
character’s parts as well. ... [It’s] definitely an 
amazing blessing.” 

Welsh’s journey to the Morning Star stage 
began with Junior Ambassadors auditions on 
January 13, when Imperial students sang the 
musical’s self-titled finale. Mr. Malone as¬ 
signed parts and gave the students their re¬ 
hearsal music in early February. 

After that, Welsh worked on his own time 
to learn his parts. He says repetition is key. 
Preparing for group rehearsals, Welsh would 
sit down, plug in his headphones and listen 
to his songs on repeat, while reading the 
sheet music. 


“I listened to the CD a lot to really get the 
harmonies down,” Welsh said. “It was kind 
of a challenge at first and still is sometimes 
because some of the songs have the same lyr¬ 
ics but they might be in a different key, or it’s 
a different note.” 

In addition to learning his lines as one of 
the 11 leads, Welsh also learned the role of 
Waldo, which was played by Imperial fresh¬ 
man Zechariah Henderson. 

“As far as in the actual learning of the 
music it’s not that different, but when pre¬ 
paring as the understudy, you have to know 
the character,” Welsh said. “My character is 
a translator; Peter Waldo is an old, wealthy 

LEFT (From left) Micah Turgeon, Gianni 
Welsh, Michael Davis and Jordan Ellis, 
with Zechariah Elenderson (background) 
rehearse for Morning Star. 

man. Obviously, you can’t act like the same 
guy for both. So that’s why knowing the 
character is important.” 

Welsh performed in two other pcg musi¬ 
cals: Jeremiah—A Musical and Step-Dancing 
Extravaganza and David—The Endless Throne 
Begins. He sang his first solo as the off-stage 
“voice of God” in the abridged production 
of David for Philadelphia Youth Camp last 
summer. He said that experience helped him 
become more comfortable with performing. 

“It got me out of my comfort zone and 
helped to learn how to sing out more,” Welsh 
said. “It also helped me see more things that 
I can add while I sing.” 

Summer rehearsals began on May 27 for 
the 37 cast members, including four Impe¬ 
rial online students from Illinois, Canada 
and England. 

The rehearsals commenced with a prayer 
and vocal warm-ups. As students sang their 
songs, the music faculty of Mr. Malone; his 
wife, Paula; and Mark Jenkins gave feed¬ 
back—which is often “more diction!” Welsh 
said. As showtime approached, rehearsals 
evolved into run-throughs of the entire show 
on the Armstrong Auditorium stage. 

“I love practicing with the group because 
you get to hear how all of the parts blend to¬ 
gether and create an amazing sound,” Welsh 
said, adding that he is learning to match the 
3 JOURNEY page 17 
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Malones’ choreography with the lyrics. 

Welsh said the dress rehearsals helped 
prepare him for the debut performance. “It’s 
easier to act when you’re in costume,” he said. 
“When you have it on, you know what you 
will look like, and it helps you understand 
your character better.” 

During rehearsal, blue lights shine onto 
Welsh and the other students as they sit on 
the auditorium stage with a fireplace prop 
flickering behind them as they listen to the 
Malones’ instructions on positioning. 

“Our rehearsals are quite funny at times,” 
Welsh said. “The funniest thing to me so far 
was going through the choreography. There 
a lot of things that can go wrong, and when 
someone does the wrong move at the im¬ 
proper time, it is quite funny.” 

Welsh’s main song is a duet with his fellow 
translator titled “The Word Is Not Bound.” 

“God’s Word can’t be contained by any¬ 
one,” Welsh said. “The Word wasn’t bound 
then; it’s gotten stronger now, and it will 
continue into the World Tomorrow.” 

“The musical applies directly to every¬ 
thing we’re doing in the Work today,” Ellis 
said, talking about the theme of persecution 
and resistance in the musical. “[T]here’s al¬ 
most advice emerging from the past saying, 
‘Hang in there.’” 

“I am moved again and again as I see the 
story unfold in rehearsals,” Mr. Malone said. 
“[S]o many things surrounding Waldo’s call¬ 
ing and work relate to us today. Songs about 
the key moments in his calling and ministry 
so naturally could be interpreted as songs 
that we would sing today about our work.” 

Welsh said he is more excited than 
nervous for the performance, adding, 
“Mr. Malone and the rest of the music fac¬ 
ulty have really done a great job with work¬ 
ing with all of us on this incredible journey.” 

SHARALEE FRASER 


CORRECTIONS 

In the June issue, the correct author for 
“Edmond men compete in second high¬ 
land Games” was Lauren Eames, rather 
than Grant Turgeon. In addition, the 
correct runner-up in the B division was 
Justin Wainwright rather than Daniel 
Westerbaan. 


Joburg members getting 
the hang of yard-selling 



S OUT El AFRICA —Twenty-seven members 
of the Johannesburg congregation met on 
March 30 at the home of the Smith family 
for their first fundraiser of the year, a garage 
sale with a goal of raising us$943 (r1 0,000) 
for the building fund and local fund. 

Early in the morning, each volunteer was 
assigned a section and went to work unpack¬ 
ing and organizing the merchandise. Signs 
placed outside the gate attracted the first 
customers of the day. 

“We had a slow start, but after a few sales 
the merchandise really started to fly,” Steven 
Hoeksma said. 

Curious passersby stopped to see what 
was going on and stayed to browse and buy. 
Some even remembered the garage sale the 
congregation held last year and had come to 
see what was for sale this time round. 

One woman, who was driving a pickup 
truck loaded with goods she was about to do¬ 
nate to her church, stopped her trip and de¬ 
cided to donate the load to the pcg instead. 

“It was inspiring to see local brethren 
transform into dedicated sales people, fo¬ 
cused on producing the best contribution 
possible for the building fund,” member Di¬ 
van Muller said. “I have no doubt that the 
public could see that this was a garage sale 
with a difference.” 

The sale benefited from beautiful weather 
despite threatening storm clouds hovering 
overhead, which later moved on. The steady 
stream of foot traffic changed the plans to 


end the sale at 2 p.m., so volunteers took 
turns resting and having a bite to eat, before 
taking up their positions again. At 4 p.m., 
brief rain stopped trade, and everyone rushed 
to put the remaining merchandise in storage. 

“It was a very encouraging and great day,” 
Local Elder George Githembe said. “There 
was a wonderful response from the brethren 
in terms of contributing and helping out on 
the day. God answered our prayers for good 
weather, for won- 
ABOVE Customers derful custom- 

peruse merchandise ers, to meet our 

at the sale. target, for the 

safety of the staff 
and customers and an increase over last year’s 
garage sale. To crown it all, at the end of the 
day God gave us a bonus by providing us 
with a very beautiful double rainbow at the 
venue. Compared with last year, there was a 
much better response and this is definitely an 
event we will plan to have every year.” 

“It was wonderful to see many more 
brethren present with this garage sale,” said 
the host for the sale, Rohann Smith. “It 
made a big difference. Sales did not start out 
as early as the previous garage sale, but they 
were consistent throughout the day.” 

The following Sabbath, excitement was 
high as Mr. Githembe announced that not 
only had the congregation achieved its goal, 
but it had earned a 92 percent increase over 
last year, with a total sum of $ 1,101. 

CHANTELVAN DER LEEUW 


HE PHILADELPHIAN JULY 3, 2014 





FEATURE 


Calif.member 
loses feeling, 
gains meaning 



E D M □ N D—Gunshots rang out, piercing the 
still California night. And Oscar Wilson ran 
for his life. That night changed everything: 
from his athletics to getting up in the morn¬ 
ing to his relationship with God. 

It was a Friday evening in June 2007. Wil¬ 
son had just spent two hours after football 
practice lifting weights and doing drills. Ex¬ 
hausted, he went straight home to relax. That’s 
when some of his teammates called him up. 

“Hey, you want to come with us to this 
party?” Wilson recalls them asking. “You 
only have to be there for a couple minutes.” 

His reply: “No, I’ve got some chili fries 
I’m about to eat.” 

He wasn’t the partying type, but his team¬ 
mates were, and they were persistent. He 
gave in, quickly dressing in a robe and shorts 
so he could quickly swing by the party. 

When he arrived, Wilson found out there 
was a $7 cover charge. So he and one of his 
friends walked away from the house. Just 
then, a silver Nissan Altima rolled up. They 
didn’t pay much attention—till a barrage of 
bullets came shooting out of it. 

He ran. In the frantic attempt to escape, 
he tripped and fell in the street. Wilson stayed 
down, hoping the shooters would run out of 
ammunition. The gunshots finally stopped and 
the car sped away, Wilson did not get back up. 

“I tried to pick myself up, and I realized I 
couldn’t move my legs,” Wilson recalls. 

Only one bullet found its target. But that 
piece of lead punctured Wilson’s spine, paralyz¬ 
ing his lower body and abdominal region. 

Wilson passed out on the black top. Be¬ 


fore he knew it, he was in the hospital, wait¬ 
ing for the doctor to deliver the news. 

“For a while there, I was waiting for the 
doctor to say if I was incomplete or com¬ 
plete,” Wilson says. 

He had suffered a complete spinal cord 
injury, meaning he had no chance to walk 
again. Surgery to remove the bullet from his 
spine had a 50/50 chance of being fatal. Wil¬ 
son declined it, and the bullet remains lodged 
in his fifth thoracic vertebra to this day. 

With the pulling of a single trigger, Wilson 
lost his prospect to take the field on his sport’s 
biggest stage: the National Football League. 
While lying in his hospital bed, he looked 
back at his promising football career, which 
had been suddenly, irrevocably terminated. 

Wilson had com- 
LEFT Oscar peted in basketball, 

Wilsonathome wrestling and track 
in California. during his high 

school days. But the 
sport he took most seriously was football, 
perhaps due to his rough-and-tumble inter¬ 
actions with his six older brothers. 

As a freshman at Victor Valley Junior Col¬ 
lege, Wilson arrived early and stayed late for 
almost every football practice. During one of 
those practices, a scout from the prestigious 
Kansas University Jayhawks football pro¬ 
gram visited Wilson’s team to observe drills 
and give the players some advice in football, 
career and life. Number 38, the outside line¬ 
backer, soon caught his eye. 

“Once I got connected with him, that’s 
when all these doors flew open to go to the 
next level,” Wilson says of the scout, who was 
impressed with Wilson’s quickness, agility 
and ball-hawking skills during 7-on-7 drills. 

The KU scout helped Wilson plan his foot¬ 
ball future: After two years at Victor Valley, he 
would transfer to Cal State Fullerton for two 
more years, then move on to the University of 
Southern California, a college football hotbed 
that frequently produces professional players. 

But none of that would be happening 
now. Back in his hospital bed, Wilson says he 
suddenly had other things on his mind. He 
asked himself, “What is my purpose? Why? 
What is mankind here for?” 

After a year of rehabilitation and fighting 
through a trying time, a “growing stage” as he 
characterizes it, Wilson began an earnest search 
for answers to bigger questions than how to get 
into the nfl. If his mission to go pro could be 
shot down in a split second, then there must be 
more to life than football, he thought. 

About a week into his search for truth, Wil¬ 


son stumbled across one of Herbert W. Arm¬ 
strong’s World Tomorrow television programs 
online. He was looking for material about Sun¬ 
day worship, but Mr. Armstrong advocated 
Sabbath observance instead. Growing up, Wil¬ 
son had attended Pentecostal church services. 
Mr. Armstrong’s message was a sharp contrast. 

“I’ve been lied to about everything my 
whole life,” Wilson remembers thinking after 
hearing Mr. Armstrong speak. 

Wilson typed “Herbert Armstrong,” into 
an Internet search engine. His eyes stopped 
on a link at the top of the webpage. It said 
“Philadelphia Church of God.” “pcg caught 
my attention for some reason,” Wilson says. 
“Every book I saw stood out to me.” 

For two years, he requested and devoured 
all the literature he could find on theTrum- 
pet.com. Handicapped and out of a job, he 
had plenty of time for reading, he says. 

It took a while to work up the courage to 
call the pcg for a ministerial visit, but Wilson 
did it after those two years. But after his first 
visit in his home with Preaching Elder Gareth 
Fraser and Local Church Elder Tim Mazza, it 
took only two months for them to invite him 
to services. Now, 3 Vi years later, the 25-year- 
old not only attends services but gives open¬ 
ing and closing prayers, works on the sound 
crew and serves as vice president of the South¬ 
ern California East Spokesman Club. 

Brethren in Wilson’s home congregation 
in Yucaipa seem to always notice and com¬ 
ment about how happy he is. He says it’s 
because, even though he has lost feeling in 
much of his body, he has gained meaning 
and purpose in his life. 

Despite setbacks like snapping his femur 
during a massage and physical therapy session 
two months ago, Wilson somehow sees the 
bright side. “I couldn’t even feel it,” he says. 

Easy tasks for the average person are dif¬ 
ficult for Wilson, but he doesn’t mind. Get¬ 
ting pants on, climbing in and out of cars, 
and entering narrow doorways in his power 
wheelchair can be tedious. Also, he can’t tell if 
he’s full, since his abdomen has no feeling, so 
he must carefully monitor how much he eats. 

Wilson spends his days studying, reading, 
watching documentaries and taking web de¬ 
sign classes that will hopefully help him start 
a business one day. 

Wilson knows he missed out on what 
might’ve been a lucrative career accompanied 
by fame, but to him, being a drive-by victim 
was worth it. “I’d rather be where I am to¬ 
day,” he says. “The future’s real bright.” 

GRANTTURGEON 
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Mother’s Day a fundraising success in 
Australasia and Africa 



Elder Andrew Kennedy said. “Its also grown 
considerably over the years. Our initial effort 
was AU$450 [us$420] profit, which has grown 
steadily over the years as we’ve refined the pro¬ 
cess.” Melbourne raised $4,208 this year. 

Member Paul Morris led Adelaide’s efforts 
to make $1,604 profit, despite a serious last- 
minute setback with the flower wholesaler 
increasing its price significantly. Perth made 
$1,708 in its first-year effort, led by contact 
person Victor Ralls. Tasmania raised $420. 

“For me personally, the most encouraging 
aspect of this year’s Mother’s Day fundraiser 
was the effort from the Western Australia 

LEFT Lauren Moore sprays flower 
arrangements to get them prepared to 
sell to customers on Mother's Day. 


AUSTRALIA —Philadelphia Church of God 
members across Africa and Oceania partici¬ 
pated in the region’s most successful flower 
fundraiser to date on Mother’s Day, May 11. 
Members from 11 congregations raised tens of 
thousands of dollars within the 24-hour period. 

This year, several new congregations 
joined the effort, including Tasmania and 
Perth, Australia; Christchurch, New Zea¬ 
land; and ffarare, Zimbabwe. 

Most congregations did prep work the 
week prior to Sunday, with the final push 
coming Saturday night after services. Volun¬ 
teers created carefully organized production 
lines of men, women and children who pro¬ 
duced the flower arrangements. Those not 
involved in the assembly line painted signs or 
helped with logistics. 

On Sunday morning, members region¬ 
wide set up their tables, gazebos and signs to 
sell their flower arrangements to passersby. 
The week prior, the forecast was for rain, but 
the day turned out to be warm and sunny 
with cloud cover—perfect selling conditions. 

Australia 

From the six congregations in Australia that 
participated, most exceeded their profits 
from last year. Sydney earned a 108 percent 
increase over last year. 

“It went incredibly well: no dramas, no is¬ 
sues whatsoever, plenty of miracles,” Sydney 
fundraiser coordinator Ross Macdonald said. 
“It went a lot better than expected.” He at¬ 


tributed the success of Sydney’s fundraising 
efforts to organization and preparation be¬ 
forehand. “Everyone knew where to go and 
what to do; the numbers were all calculated 
out,” he said. “On the day, God definitely 
made up the difference with perfect weather 
and a lot of customers, with five or six fantas¬ 
tic sites that really took the pressure off early, 
and a great start to the day made the rest of 
the day really easy. The miracles and the early 
start made for an early finish.” 

Donna King, who volunteered many 
early mornings to gather all flowers from the 
markets, said the process went “unbelievably 
smooth.” She experienced many miracles 
along the way, including finding favor with 
the Gerber Farmer she did business with, 
who promised to discount the bunches for 
her next year. The Sydney congregation 
raised a total profit of us$ 10,340. 

The Brisbane congregation came in a close 
second with a 78 percent increase over last year 
and a total profit of $10,260. Preaching Elder 
Aaron Hudson said that despite having a few 
problems with competitors setting up flower 
stands close by, “It was one of the best unify¬ 
ing fundraisers we’ve ever had for the building 
fund, with most of the congregation partici¬ 
pating, from the young to the elderly.” 

“It is our most important fundraiser of the 
year, firstly because we only have about 11 adult 
members, but also because it raises more than 
all the other fundraisers combined and for only 
two days’ effort,” Melbourne Focal Church 


members,” Focal Church Elder Matthew 
Robinson said. “The Perth congregation has 
never sold Mother’s Day flowers before, so it 
was with a certain sense of the unknown that 
everyone approached this activity.” 

Fate Regional Director Max Rumler’s goal 
was realized this Mother’s Day after the prof¬ 
its from Australia were all tabulated togeth¬ 
er. Fast year he said, “I see this fundraising 
activity as something we have not yet fully 
exploited, and believe it can be significantly 
enhanced with more streamlined planning 
and organization ... and believe that next 
year we should be able to raise AU$30,000 
[us$28,000] nationally, just by working 
smarter.” This Mother’s Day, Australia raised 
a grand total of $28,547. 

New Zealand/Philippines 
South Africa/Zimbabwe 

Other congregations across the region also 
participated in the fundraiser. Christchurch 
earned $546, and Filipino members in two 
cities raised a total of $1,929. Johannesburg, 
South Africa, earned $1,101 and Harare, 
Zimbabwe, earned $175. 

“It was an excellent effort by everyone, par¬ 
ticularly those in the third-world countries,” 
Regional Director John Macdonald said. “The 
benefits are not just financial; the benefits to 
God’s Work of learning to work and cooperate 
with each other following God’s structure far 
outweighs the actual financial benefit.” 

ELIZABETH MACDONALD 
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South Africans participate 
in Mother’s Day bouquets 
fundraiser 


SOUTH AFRICA — On the wintry Sabbath 
afternoon of May 10, 36 members and chil¬ 
dren of the Johannesburg congregation gath¬ 
ered at the residence of Local Elder George 
Githembe for a potluck meal, fellowship 
and, after sunset, the kickoff to a Mothers 
Day flower-selling fundraiser. 

After the sun set, Linda Hoeksma and the 
ladies of the Harare, Zimbabwe, congrega¬ 
tion video-chatted so she could provide in¬ 
structions on flower arranging. Though the 
session was challenging, the Harare ladies 
responded with enthusiasm. 

In Johannesburg, the men set up tables, 
and the work commenced. With a more or¬ 
ganized assembly line than the previous year, 
the focused and eager Joburg members assem¬ 
bled their arrangements at a fast pace. Some 
arranged flowers, some replenished supplies, 
some prepared containers, some cleaned and 
some loaded the finished bouquets into the 
truck. By 9 p.m., all the work was done. 

“It was a wonderful experience,” Sharon 
Jordan said. “We all learned so much and im¬ 
proved on our flower-arranging skills, while 
contributing to the fundraising initiative.” 

Sunday morning dawned on a cold Johan¬ 
nesburg, but God intervened and blessed the 
fundraiser with beautiful, sunny skies. Mem¬ 


bers set up stands, and teams prepared for 
a busy day. Fifteen smiling brethren eagerly 
offered their bouquets to passing motorists. 

“Our team received quite a bit of help 
from bystanders, notifying us of cars that 
stopped to buy the bouquets,” Brenda Muller 
said. “They really liked the idea of selling 
flowers for God.” 

“The brethren’s commitment and sacrifice 
in pursuing the goal, to raise funds to sup¬ 
port God’s Work, made all the challenges 
look small in comparison,” event coordinator 
Trevor Laubscher said. 

The effort was blessed with a 33 percent 
discount on the cost of the flowers. This time 
of year, flowers are usually exorbitantly priced 
and can cost up to triple the price. 

Even though not all of the bouquets sold, 
the Johannesburg congregation raised r8,123 
(approximately US$800) for God’s Work, a 
45 percent increase over last year’s fundraiser. 

The members also witnessed God’s divine 
protection for His people. “A vehicle’s wheels 
locked and it skidded sideways when the car 
in front of it stopped and the driver almost 
noticed it too late,” recalled Muller. “It came 
to a screeching halt about a meter away from 
Mrs. Trietsch, her daughter Ghina, and me. 
It was a miracle that he didn’t knock us over. 






LEFT Members work in a production line 
to create the flower bouquets. 

ABOVE TOP Rehann Smith advertises 
with a bouquet and a marketing sign. 
ABOVE Chantel van der Leeuw holds a 
completed bouquet. 

Without God’s protection we would have 
been badly injured!” 

“The unity between the brethren was just 
like one would have in a big family,” team 
leader Steven Hoeksma said. “It was really 
awesome to see it in action while the people 
in the world looked comparatively miserable, 
as if the whole world owed them everything.” 

“What a pleasure to work together with 
the same mindset,” Laubscher commented. 

“We are glad God answered our prayers 
for good weather, safety and great sales,” 
team leader Rohann Smith added. “We 
learned invaluable lessons to be applied to 
our next fundraiser.” LINDA HOEKSMA 
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Pro football games convert to 
fundraiser opportunity for Floridians 



FLORIDA —Members of the Central Florida 
congregation have found a successful fund¬ 
raising opportunity working food concession 
stands at Tampa Bay Buccaneers football 
games in Raymond James Stadium. The fun¬ 
draiser has run four years in a row, and in the 
past season included an average of 20 volun¬ 
teers working four games during the regular 
season, plus the Outback Bowl on January 1. 

Organizers Mark Smith and deacon Da¬ 
vid Miller began planning for the fundraisers 
in June 2012. For the past season, volunteers 
took concession training and passed the test, 
then worked their first game on Oct. 13, 
2013. The volunteers arrived at 8 a.m. and 
began work an hour later, taking inventory 
of paper goods, food and drinks; doing light 
cleaning; stocking stands and condiment ar¬ 
eas; preparing register cash drawers; testing 
drink dispensers; and getting tools ready for 
the rush. 

Just before fans began entering the sta¬ 
dium, the grills fired up. The volunteers filled 
heated cabinets with pizza, chicken tenders, 
as well as pre-cooked burgers and hot dogs 
ahead of the siege of customers. Then the 
fun began, and the team operated like a well- 
oiled machine. 

“One of our hardest workers [Wallace 
Prest] took out the trash, cleaned every pan 
that came across the table and even filled the 
ice bins at times ... and at the young age 


of 79!” Smith said. “Mr. Prest is such a hard 
worker.” When Smith asked to take a photo, 
Prest joked, “Christ is about to return. I don’t 
have time for pictures.” 

New volunteer Catherine Poplick said 


LEFT Two dozen Central Florida 
volunteers pose in front of their 
concession stand at Raymond 
James Stadium in Tampa. 

she participated “to help God’s Work,” and 
enthusiastically added that “the experience 
helped develop my job skills.” 

“There’s nothing like working with God’s 
people,” Smith said. “Everyone is always will¬ 
ing to work together and to do whatever it 
takes to get the job done. We are told every 
year that we are one of their best groups.” 

“One of the concession managers told me 
they’ve never seen a group like us,” said Jerry 
Pattilo, who has volunteered at the stadium 
for several seasons. “They feel a sense of re¬ 
lief knowing we’re working for them. When 
we finished, our work area was cleaner than 
what it was when we arrived. That’s because 
we maintain the Philadelphian standard.” 

The group’s fundraising total over the re¬ 
cent season added up to $9,136. At a rate of 
$10.13 per person per hour, it was the congre¬ 
gation’s most lucrative fundraising year to date. 

HOWARD LIEBERMAN 


Arizonans of all ages 
go bowling for strikes 

ARIZONA —Local Elder Charles Wire and 23 members from the Scottsdale congre¬ 
gation shared a family bowling extravaganza on May 4 at amf Desert Hills Lanes in 
northern Phoenix. 

Adults, teens and children all got involved with the 10-pin bowling. The group di¬ 
vided into teams of five, setting the stage—or alley—for a unique match of different ages 
and skill sets. 

The whole floor cheered the efforts of 4-year-old Isaac Ladenburg and 5-year-old 
Brienna Alvord as they stepped up to the lane, dropped their bowling balls, and watched 
them roll and roll ... and roll down the lane between the gutter bumpers in hopes of a 
strike. 

“It was just so adorable to see how excited they got each time it was their turn,” team¬ 
mate Wolf Hochstetler said. “They are a tough pair to beat.” 

Not everyone needed gutter bumpers to sling their balls for strikes. “Mr. Reinsch is 
a secret pro bowler” said Candice Alvord, after seeing the local deacon seemingly throw 
strike after strike and wind up with a score above 200. 

Regardless of their final scores, the participants filled the alley with a fun atmosphere 
of laughter and enjoyment. 

“I thought it was a great idea,” Jimi Hochstetler said. “The camaraderie was fantastic.” 

POPPY HOCHSTETLER 
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Texas youths get active, 
prepare for youth camp 


TEXAS —In preparation for this year’s Phila¬ 
delphia Youth Camp, the Fort Worth congre¬ 
gation hosted its first youth boot camp on 
May 16 at River Legacy Park in Arlington. 

Local Church Elder Larry Walker said he 
wanted the focus of the event to be on co¬ 
operation, fun, preparation and unity. With 
that charge, deacon Jeffrey Miller, the local 
youth coordinator, organized challenges and 
obstacles for the 15 youths and 10 adults, 
who divided into three teams. Events in¬ 


cluded rope climbing, sprints, clue finding, 
a 1.19 mile run and agility drills. 

“This was a great event because it was 
something to really work hard at and the fun 
activities really challenged you,” 11 -year-old 
Jaylen Miller said. 

Team members were encouraged to “push 
on,” to “achieve more,” and to encourage 
the other participants as they completed the 
course. Parents and kids ran, jumped and 
strategized together before ending the activi- 



LEFT Parents and youths show 
their excitement for the activity. 

ABOVE Alicia (left) and Azariah 
Tunales (right) compete in a chal¬ 
lenge at the pyc bootcamp. 

ties with smoothies and frozen yogurt treats 
at a local frozen yogurt shop. 

“I had heard of this being done in the 
area where Mr. Jim Cocomise formerly 
served in the Northwest,” Mr. Walker said. 
“It gets the teens to start thinking about pyc 
and the younger kids get a taste of what it 
will be like when they are old enough to 
attend pyc and how they will have to push 
themselves a bit with the physical activity. It 
was great to see everyone having fun, but the 
unity was the best part.” 

JEFFREY MILLER 


SOUTH AFRICAN YOUTH WINS READING CONTEST 


SOUTH AFRICA —Eleven-year-old Eliza¬ 
beth “Liza” Githembe of the Johannesburg 
congregation was nominated in February to 
participate in the Ekurhuleni Municipality 
Libraries’ annual reading competition, “The 
Strongest Link.” 

The initiative included all 45 libraries in 
Ekurhuleni, and was open to sixth through 
12th graders. From May to December, 
participants read books and wrote sum¬ 
maries in a log monitored by the library 
staff, which then nominated the most pro¬ 
lific readers. Liza read 100 books during the 
time period, qualifying for the competition. 
Of the 162 nominees, she was one of only 
two homeschooled children. 

When Liza was nominated, the first 
thing her family prayed for was that the 
assigned books would be appropriate, and 


God answered their prayers. 

The reading contest took place April 
25, and Liza competed in a group of 22 
children in the sixth- and seventh-grade 
English language category. 

In the intense first round, each par¬ 
ticipant answered 10 questions about the 
three books they had been assigned to 
read. Liza tied with another student for 
third finalist. In the tie-beaker, she quali¬ 
fied to contest two other students in the 
final round. 

“When they started asking us ques¬ 
tions, I was a bit tense, but as time went, I 
really enjoyed the competition,” Liza said. 

The three finalists tied several times. 
After a series of more tiebreakers, Liza 
emerged the winner in her category, win¬ 
ning a prize of r2,000 (about US$200). 



Liza says she plans to buy some items 
with her winnings, including a pair of Irish 
dancing shoes. PURITY GITHEMBE 
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Johannesburg children and 
singles visit Bird Gardens 


SOUTH AFRICA —On the somewhat chilly 
morning of April 27, 11 children, nine par¬ 
ents and seven singles of the Philadelphia 
Church of God Johannesburg congregation 
visited Montecasino’s Bird Gardens. Located 
near Johannesburg, the location is an Italian- 
themed leisure complex that includes several 
species of birds. 

At the Bird Gardens amphitheater, the 
group saw the first bird show of the day. 
Handlers introduced them to a beautiful 
blue crane—South Africa’s national bird, a 
falcon, an owl, a pelican, a crow trained to 


pick up litter, and several other birds. 

“This activity provided an opportunity to 
spend time together and enjoy the diversity 
of God’s creation,” singles coordinator Divan 
Muller said. “We could see well-trained birds 
perform various tricks and maneuvers, while 
the two hosts had an excellent sense of hu¬ 
mor and helped to make the show very en¬ 
tertaining.” 

“The bird show was very informative and 
entertaining,” parent Rohann Smith said. 
“Children were amazed by the variety of 
birds and reptiles. It was well put-together.” 


LEFT Children, parents and singles wait 
to see the birds in the amphitheater. 
ABOVE (From left) Elizabeth Githembe, 
Heike Laubscher, Jane Githembe, 

Eden Smith, Hope Githembe and 
John-Daniel Smith at the Bird Gardens 

After the show, the group walked through 
the bird gardens, which were full of a variety 
of birds and reptiles. Single Trevor Laubscher 
called the gardens a “wonderful opportunity 
to observe God’s marvelous creation.” 

The group then traveled to Delta Park, 
where they shared a picnic. Children played 
on the playground while parents and singles 
shared their favorite moments at the Bird 
Gardens. Laubscher and Local Elder George 
Githembe made the most of the opportunity 
and used the picnic to finalize details about 
the Mother’s Day fundraiser since most of 
the volunteers were present. 

PRINCE MBDNYANA 


Filipino youngster publishes iBook 


PHILIPPINES —Seventh grader Derryn 
Joi Martirez was recognized as a published 
iBook author on March 29. Martirez attends 
the Philadelphia Church of God Albay con¬ 
gregation with her parents, Fred and Noli. 
Albay is about 250 miles south of Manila. 

During Recognition Day at her school, 
Legaspi Hope Christian School, Derryn re¬ 
ceived a medal from her school and a plaque 
from Senco Link Technologies, an Apple 
reseller in the Philippines. Martirez was 
one of the 13 pupil authors who had their 
iBooks published by Apple. Her eight-page 
work, “Kubiertos at Pluma” (“Utensils and 
Pen”), is a researched compilation of the fa¬ 
vorite foods of Filipino journalists during 
the Spanish colonization of the Philippines. 

“I chose that subject because I have 


always liked Araling Panlipunan’ or So¬ 
cial Studies,” Martirez said. “There were 
three different topics to choose from, and 
I picked ‘Mga Paboritong Pagkain ng mga 
Bayani’ (‘Favorite Foods of Heroes’) because 
it isn’t a common book.” 

Her accomplishment came about as part 
of the school’s requirement for its students 
to use iPads in their research, presentation 
and class assignments for all subjects in order 
to gradually minimize reliance on textbooks 
and to institutionalize modern technology. 
Martirez and her classmates chose their own 
subjects and used only the software on the 
Apple tablet to create their iBooks. 

Martirez said, “If given a chance, I would 
like to publish another iBook.” 

NOLI MARTIREZ 
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South African members 
enjoy sunny family day 



SOUTH AFRICA —On March 23, the skies 
cleared and the sun brought perfect weather 
for the Philadelphia Church of God Johan¬ 
nesburg congregation family day at the Ri- 
etvlei Zoo Farm. The weather was notable 
because the area had experienced extreme 
weather the previous three weeks. 

In the farm’s tranquil environment, 
members ate at picnic areas surrounded by 
natural wetlands, large willows, oak trees 
and verdant gardens. Farm animals grazed 
in a natural habitat among the greenery 
and under perfect blue skies. The activi¬ 
ties planned for the day included a game of 
soccer, vroteier (rotten egg) and other tradi¬ 
tional games. Food included boerewors rolls 
and traditional South African braaiing (bar¬ 
becuing). 

The group shared activities including putt- 
putt golf and carnival, pony and tractor cart 
rides. Children fed vegetables to the farmyard 
animals, visited the aviary and watched ducks 
waddle around a pond. Local Elder George 
Githembe accompanied the children on their 
walk around the farm to see all the animals; 
the youth beamed with excitement as they fed 
horses, rabbits and ducks. 

Everyone participated in a game of vro¬ 
teier , which is similar to duck-duck-goose. 
“It was filled with fun and action,” Hester 
Lightfoot said, “with more grown-ups falling 
than children.” 

Prince Mbonyana, who came into the 
pcg a few weeks prior, said the games were 


the highlight of his day. “That was an excit¬ 
ing experience for me. I realized that I have 
neglected exercising for too long, as I became 
tired too quickly. The soccer game was also 
great. The scenery was delightful and I en¬ 
joyed being surrounded by nature. Add a 
loving family to that and you get a day to be 
remembered.” 

The day ended with speeches from Mr. 
Githembe, deacon Eric Trietsch and other 
members as the congregation said goodbye to 

ABOVE The Githembe and Lightfoot 

families play a game of vroteier. 

Desiree Mofokeng and her son, Nathan, who 
were relocating to the United States. 

“We found it was a spiritual bonding ex¬ 
perience between the brethren,” Esme Henry 
said. “We really enjoyed it. Bittersweet, as we 
said farewell to some of our own, but also so 
grateful that God opened up the next chapter 
of their lives.” 

“It was great fun to have everyone involved 
in the games,” Linda Hoeskma said. “It really 
reminds you of what families will be doing 
often in the World Tomorrow. Nothing beats 
good, clean, wholesome fun in beautiful sur¬ 
roundings.” 

“After Sunday I can’t wait for the Feast,” 
said Mbonyana. “It is a blessing to be part of 
the Church of God. All I can say is it was a 
wonderful day. I loved every moment of it.” 

□TTD TRIETSCH 


A US. OFFICE 
GRACED BY 
MEMBER’S ART 



AUSTRALIA —Sydney Philadelphia Church 
of God member Jean Allen recently contrib¬ 
uted her watercolor painting to the new 
Australian regional office in Wollongong, 
nsw. The piece now appears on the wall 
with a gold plaque underneath: “Hanstead 
House, Bricket Wood, England” 

The original plan for decorating the of¬ 
fice morphed from pictures to paintings 
once Allen’s talents became known. Allen 
began painting after moving into her first 
home. Deciding she wanted only original 
works on her walls, she knew she needed 
to learn to paint so she could do it herself. 

At her first class in technical college, when 
asked to brush in the hills with mixed purple 
paint, she cheekily asked, “Which end of the 
brush do I use?” Allen started as a novice and 
took some classes, but most of her skills are 
self-taught. She has won prizes in both oil 
and watercolor and has sold four paintings 
to the Australian government, which are cur¬ 
rently displayed in government buildings. 

Now that Allen’s skills have become 
known, the halls at the pcg regional office 
are to be lined with her original works of 
well-known locations in the history of God’s 
Church. Hanstead House joins Armstrong 
Auditorium on display in the hallways. 

Inspiration for Allen’s first piece for the 
office came from an Ambassador College 
Envoy pictorial, as well as researching online 
about cedars of Lebanon. The result was a 
painting that left Regional Director John 
Macdonald and his wife, Lynda, shocked. 
“She’s very talented,” he said. 

Allen says she will look to the Envoys for 
inspiration for more paintings for the office, 
adding, “I have in mind a special one.” 

ELIZABETH MACDONALD 
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Brisbane fathers and sons 
have first camp out 


AUSTRALIA— On April 25-27, the Phila¬ 
delphia Church of God Brisbane congrega¬ 
tion held its first father-and-son campout. 
Thirty-two keen fathers and their sons, as 
young as 4, camped at the 2,000-acre prop¬ 
erty of Christine Bonner with the goal of 
building a stronger bond and developing 
basic outdoor skills. 

After setting up camp, the group learned 
from deacon Kelvin Eames how to kill and 
dress a sheep, which then went on the spit to 
roast for dinner. Preaching Elder Aaron Hud¬ 
son demonstrated how to build a shelter out 
of bush material. Then the fathers and sons 
split into three rotating groups to learn knife- 
sharpening, knot-tying and target-shooting. 

“The target-shooting was a new experi¬ 
ence for me, and I really enjoyed learning 
manly skills,” teen Elias Noe said. “It was re¬ 
ally exciting.” 

For Fridays dinner, Mrs. Bonner cooked 
up a hearty meal of beef stroganoff and ap¬ 
ple-rhubarb crumble with custard—all de¬ 
livered down to the campsite on the back of 
her utility vehicle. That evening, some boys 
braved the night sleeping in their newly con¬ 
structed shelters. 

Following a cook-it-yourself breakfast on 
Saturday morning, Mr. Hudson led a group 
discussion focusing on leadership and the 
role of the male within the family. At mid¬ 
morning, the group listened to a recorded 
sermon by Pastor Wik Heerma, and after 


lunch they heard two recorded Marriage and 
Family lectures by Herbert W. Armstrong 
College instructor Brian Davis. 

“It was a pleasant way to spend the Sab¬ 
bath in the beautiful outdoor surroundings 
of the Bonner property,” Philip Noe said. “It 
was well needed, and a fantastic way to spend 
time with the men of the congregation—be¬ 
ing men.” 

The men and boys spent the final hours of 
the Sabbath sitting around the campfire until 
the evening meal. Matthew Bullock showed 
the boys how to make traditional damper 

ABOVE Fathers and sons warm up 

at a campfire on the Benner property. 

cooked over the fire. Once night had settled 
in, deacons Wayne Robson and Eames took 
groups of men and boys out spotlighting for 
rabbits on the back of Mrs. Bonners “ute.” 

Sunday was spent engaging in a working 
bee for Mrs. Bonner, clearing a fence line 
and cutting down saplings around her house 
block. The afternoon ended with a spontane¬ 
ous barbecue overlooking the Great Dividing 
Range from the veranda. 

Eames summed up the feeling of most 
campers: “We spent close father-and-son 
time learning basic, practical skills and apply¬ 
ing them, something you just can’t do in the 
cities. It was great!” 

BRIAN SHERWOOD 


SYDNEY HOLDS 
BEST GARAGE 
SALE TO DATE 

AUSTRALIA —On February 16, the Syd¬ 
ney congregation held its most successful 
garage sale fundraiser to date, raising a total 
of us$l,908. Approximately 40 members 
lent their support and sales expertise to help 
boost sales and morale. 

The volunteers held their “mega garage 
sale” at the home of the Haddad family, 
which is located in a well-trafficked area. 

“The location was brilliant because we 
get the traffic coming from the main city,” 
Paula Haddad said. She also credited the 10 
yard sale signs made by member Roy Ro¬ 
manos posted around their suburb in Wol¬ 
longong. “They are outstanding,” she said. 
“We had a lot of comments saying that the 
signs brought them in.” 

From 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., approximate¬ 
ly 200 customers came to the sale, buying 
everything from baby clothes to a set of 
tables and chairs. 

The forecast for the weekend of the 
garage sale was rain, not unlike the pre¬ 
vious years. “It worked out to be a really 
successful fundraiser,” Dale Abblitt said. 
“Even though it was raining, it didn’t really 
dampen the customers too much; they kept 
coming.” 

Along with a handful of other volun¬ 
teers, Abblitt showed up at the Haddads’ 
residence at 5 a.m. to set up. The group 
pitched gazebos and set up tables for the 
hundreds of items donated by members 
and the local community. 

Earlier in the month, Tony Haddad 
scoured his local community businesses for 
yard sale donations. Burns Surfwear donat¬ 
ed surfboards, snowboards and snowshoes, 
which equated to about $560 in sales. 
These items were set up on the roadside to 
attract and draw in the crowd. All the items 
sold except for a few pairs of snowshoes. 

At the past four garage sales, Sydney 
members raised about $1,100 per year. 
Their goal for this year’s sale was to exceed 
those previous years’ totals, which they did 
by about $800. 

Said Haddad, “We’re planning next 
year’s already.” 

ELIZABETH MACDONALD 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


BIRTHS 


INDIAN A —Anthony and April 
Morgan announce the birth of 
their second child, Micah Na¬ 
thaniel. He was born May 21, 



weighing 8 pounds, 1 ounce, 
and measuring l9Vz inches. 



FLORIDA —Bret and Jessica 
Irwin are excited to announce 
the birth of their first child, 

Avery Nicole. She was born 


March 5, weighed 7 pounds, 
11 ounces and measured 20 V 2 
inches in length. 

NORTH DAKOTA—Keith and 


Dawn Lesser are happy to an¬ 
nounce the birth of their sec¬ 
ond son, Ryan David, on June 



21. He weighed 9 pounds, 6 
ounces, and measured 2\ x h 
inches long. 


OKLAHOMA— David and 
Jennifer Vejil are happy to 
announce the birth of their 


daughter, was born on April 28. 

Emery Nicole weighed 8 



pounds, 1 ounce and measured 
2 OV 2 inches in length. 


BAPTISMS 


FLORIDA—Kirk Pontlitz of 

the Florida Central congrega¬ 
tion was baptized by Preach¬ 
ing Elder John Cocomise on 
April 6. Eleven members at¬ 
tended the ceremony. 

OKLAHOMA-Three Herbert 
W. Armstrong College students: 
Michael Cocomise, Tasha 
Eagle and Kiall Lorenz were 
baptized on June 20 in pool at 
the John Amos Field House. 
Cocomise, a sophomore, was 
baptized by his father, Mr. John 
Cocomise, and Preaching El¬ 
der Eric Burns. Lorenz, also a 
sophomore, was baptized by 
Evangelist Stephen Flurry and 
Mr. Burns. Eagle, a junior, was 
baptized by Mr. Flurry and 
Preaching Elder Fred Dattolo. 

PHILIPPINES-On May 18, 

Felix Besenio of Bicol con¬ 
gregation was baptized into the 
body of Christ. The baptism 
was conducted by Regional 
Director John Macdonald in 
Clark, Pampanga. 

TEXAS —On June 7, Kyle Co¬ 
comise, a junior at Herbert W. 
Armstrong College, was bap¬ 
tized by his father, Preaching 
Elder Jim Cocomise and Pastor 
Brian Davis. The day marked 
the 22nd anniversary of his fam¬ 
ily coming into the pcg when 
he was just one month old. The 
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ceremony was witnessed by his 
family and many Texas brethren. 


WEDDINGS 


CANADA —On February 3, 
Lauren Cocomise and Ken¬ 
neth Fehr were joined in mar¬ 
riage on the sandy Gulf Coast 
shore at the Postcard Inn in St. 
Pete Beach, Florida. The brides 
father, Mr. Jim Cocomise, of¬ 
ficiated the wedding among 
more than 30 friends and fam¬ 
ily who traveled in from all over 
the United States and Canada. 
The happy couple said their “I 
do’s” and held a reception, cock¬ 
tail hour and plated meal at the 
resort’s garden. The brides and 
the grooms brothers toasted/ 
roasted the newlyweds, spark¬ 
ing plenty of laughter. The Feh- 
rs honeymooned in Playa del 
Carmen, Mexico, and currently 
reside in Toronto, Canada. 

ENGLAND—Kishaw Whea- 
tle and Antonius Hallmark 



were joined in marriage on 
May 4 in Watford. Regional 
Director Brad Macdonald offi¬ 
ciated; it was his first wedding 
and the first to take place in 
the region in 14 years. Under 
sunny skies, 113 guests wit¬ 
nessed the ceremony in the 
lush, green landscaped park 
near old English homes. The 
reception included Jamaican- 
style food, cake-cutting, warm 


ORDINATION 


□ KLAHDMA— On June 23, 
at a ministerial/staff dinner 
during the ministerial con¬ 
ference, deacon Broderick 
Tongco was ordained a 
local elder and Kirk Mac¬ 
donald was raised in rank 
to a preaching elder by 
Evangelist Stephen Flurry 
and Preaching Elder John 
Macdonald. Both ministers 
serve in the Philippines. 


speeches and lively dancing. 
The couple departed through 
a trail of enthusiastic party 
poppers, huge smiles and ap¬ 
plause. They honeymooned in 
Edinburgh, Scotland, and now 
reside in Baltimore, Maryland. 

FLORIDA—On March 23, 

Deborah Parthemer and 



Duane Herbig were united in 
marriage on a sunny spring day 
at the Country Lakes Club¬ 
house in Palmetto. Mr. John 
Cocomise conducted the cer¬ 
emony, which was attended by 
more than 60 members, family 
and friends. The brides brother, 
David Crump, escorted her 
down the aisle along with her 
grandson, Jathan Brennan. Wil¬ 
liam Reynolds served as best 
man, and the brides daughter, 
Liz Brennan, was the maid of 
honor. A reception and dance 
followed the ceremony. The 
newlyweds honeymooned lo¬ 
cally and reside in Palmetto. 





















ANNOUNCEMENTS 


OBITUARIES 


ALABAMA— Jeffrey L. Ev¬ 
ans of Priceville, Ala., died on 



May 11 due to an acute condi¬ 
tion known as aortic dissection. 
He was born Jan. 14, 1976, 
and grew up in Beebe, Ark. He 
was the second son in a close- 
knit farm family, to whom he 
always gave credit for an early 
foundation in morality and 
work ethic. God began calling 
him at 18, when he was intro¬ 
duced to the truth by a school 
acquaintance in the pcg. Mr. 
Evans always joked it was a 
loving, merciful, all-knowing 
God who didn’t begin working 
with him until the spring of his 
high school senior year—as he 
might not have been willing to 
give up his starting place on the 
basketball team had it been a 
semester earlier. Mr. Evans was 
baptized July 20, 1996, was or¬ 
dained a deacon in 2004 and 
served in several congregations. 
Early on, he made it his goal to 
educate himself in each aspect 
of services: song leading, choir 
conducting, speaking, setup 
and sound. His motivation was 
always self-improvement for 
the good of others. In the same 
hardworking vein, Dr. Evans 
applied himself to academics 
and building a successful ca¬ 
reer, starting with his gradua¬ 
tion from Beebe High School 
in 1994 as valedictorian. He 
studied at various institutions, 
ultimately earning his Ph.D. in 
engineering from the Univer¬ 


sity of Arkansas in 2008. Dr. 
Evans found a fulfilling voca¬ 
tion as a dedicated professor 
of mechanical and aerospace 
engineering at the University 
of Alabama in Huntsville. He 
was honored with numerous 
awards and recognitions, one 
highlight of his professional life 
being the prestigious National 
Science Foundation career 
award. He had also recently 
received tenure and promo¬ 
tion to associate professor. He 
was proud to see the first Ph.D. 
student he advised successfully 
defend her dissertation just two 
days before his death. In ad¬ 
dition to his career, Mr. Evans 
enjoyed restoring his historic 
home and running his mini 
farm. He was a lifelong lover 
of sports, a prodigious traveler 
and a talented ballroom dancer 
working toward his first com¬ 
petition with his wife. To his 
wife of almost 13 years, Sarah, 
he was an incredible example 
of an Ephesians 3:23 husband. 
In addition to his wife, he is 
survived by his mother, one 
brother, and a grandmother. 
He will be missed by a multi¬ 
tude of students, colleagues, 
and brethren who loved and 
respected him. 


CALIFORNIA—Southern Cali¬ 
fornia East congregation mem¬ 
ber Danilo S. Remo died on 



February 14 at the age of 62. 
Mr. Remo was born on Feb. 10, 
1952, in Manila, Philippines. 
He obtained a degree in electri¬ 


cal engineering at the Mapua 
Institute of the Philippines and 
at the time was one of the top 
20 to pass the board exam. He 
worked as an electrical engineer 
until his family immigrated to 
the United States in 1982. Af¬ 
ter moving, he worked a variety 
of jobs, including as a nurse 
aide, cook and waiter. He then 
obtained a certificate in indus¬ 
trial instrumentation at Cleve¬ 
land University, which enabled 
him to get back into the engi¬ 
neering field. His family moved 
to California and he kept 
working as an engineer until 
he had an accident in which a 
250-pound wrapping machine 
fell on top of him, missing his 
head by an inch. The handle of 
the machine hit his head, caus¬ 
ing spinal column damage. He 
miraculously survived the ac¬ 
cident, but it prevented him 
from performing any more 
engineering work. Mr. Remo 
re-educated himself for office 
work and took to Visual Ba¬ 
sic programming, working as 
a programmer until 2009. He 
began avidly reading the Plain 
Truth in 1974, and became a 
co-worker in the Worldwide 
Church of God in 1980. Mr. 
Remo began attending the 
Philadelphia Church of God 
in 1994. Both he and his wife, 
Rosalinda, were baptized to¬ 
gether on March 18, 1994. 
Mr. Remo’s health started to 
decline in January 2013, with 
a fainting spell and chronic 
high blood pressure. His fam¬ 
ily never heard him complain, 
and he was always concerned 
about the welfare of others. As 
he battled chronic heart failure 
and kidney failure, he relied 
wholly on God for healing. 
Mr. Remo is survived by his 
mother, his wife, three children 
(one of whom is also a pcg 
member) and three grandchil¬ 
dren. Memorial services were 
conducted by Preaching Elder 
Andrew Hessong on February 
24 and 25. 


INDIANA—On February 27, 

Norman Stucker of the In¬ 



dianapolis congregation died 
of a heart aneurysm at the age 
of 73. Mr. Stucker began at¬ 
tending pcg services in the fall 
of 1999 after responding to a 
pcg advertisement in the local 
newspaper. The ad caught his 
eye with a picture of Herbert 
W. Armstrong, whose World 
Tomorrow broadcast he had fol¬ 
lowed years earlier. Mr. Stucker 
was baptized the following year 
during the Feast of Tabernacles. 
He actively served his congre¬ 
gation each Sabbath, helping 
set up the hall and operate the 
audio equipment. He also en¬ 
thusiastically participated in 
pcg activities, graduating from 
Spokesman Club in 2008 and 
volunteering in numerous fun¬ 
draising and fellowship activi¬ 
ties over the years. Four days 
before his death, he operated 
the pinewood derby track dur¬ 
ing the pcg Midwest Family 
Weekend event. Mr. Stucker 
continued to work actively in 
construction and painting un¬ 
til the day before his death, and 
had no plans for retirement. 
He is survived by two children 
and four grandchildren. While 
he had no relatives in the pcg, 
those in the Church who knew 
him well will remember him 
as a close family member. A 
funeral service for Mr. Stucker 
was held on March 16, offici¬ 
ated by Pastor Cal Culpepper. 


HE PHILADELPHIAN JULY 3, 2014 






PERSPECTIVE 


Train up a child 


E D M □ N D —How far has your spiritual educa¬ 
tion advanced? Can you know if you are grow¬ 
ing spiritually? And what about your children? 

Matthew 7:20 states, “Wherefore by their 
fruits ye shall know them.” Verse 17 says, “Even 



so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; 
but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit.” 

This means that we have a means of review¬ 
ing our spiritual education. Our path of growth 
and maturity is proven by the end result of our 
education. This education is all about the God 
Family. One vital area is educating our children 
for the God Family. What fruits are we pro¬ 
ducing in this area? How are we preparing our 
children for their spiritual education? 

Notice a definite direction from God is 
this area: “Train up a child in the way he 
should go: and when he is old, he will not 
depart from it” (Proverbs 22:6). Just what 
does this mean to each of us? To bring up 
our children to fear and reverence God is the 
greatest responsibility we have been given as 
parents—and also as grandparents. 

This reaches far beyond our immediate fam¬ 
ily. This reaches down to the development and 
education of future generations. God wants 
to perpetuate His truth forever. To bring that 
about, He has set in motion the family system. 

To train up children in the way they should 
go has great depth. It means to install godly 
values, virtues, attitudes, habits, outlooks 
and insights, and to be involved in educating 
grandchildren and even their posterity. 

God praised Abraham for his determina¬ 
tion to teach the true values to his children 
and those after him. “For I know him, that he 
will command his children and his household 
after him, and they shall keep the way of the 
Ford, to do justice and judgment; that the 
Ford may bring upon Abraham that which 
he hath spoken of him” (Genesis 18:19). 

You can bequeath to your children no great¬ 
er knowledge than teaching them how to love 
and obey God. This means your personal spiri¬ 
tual education must be the example for them. 


God commanded the Prophet Joel to explain 
and warn of the dire prophetic events that were 
to befall Israel: “Tell ye your children of it, and 
let your children tell their children, and their 
children another generation” (Joel 1:3). 

God has given His people the charge to 
hold inviolate His truth down through the 
ages by teaching the succeeding generations. 
We must be diligent in this as families, and 
that means 1) physical family and 2) Church 
family—all leading to the God Family. Deu¬ 
teronomy 6:6-7 states, “And these words 
which I command you this day shall be upon 
your heart; and you shall teach them diligent¬ 
ly to your children, and shall talk of them 
when you sit in your house, and when you 
walk by the way, and when you lie down, and 
when you rise” (Revised Standard Version). 

Only through consistent teaching of our 
children are the everlasting truths of God en¬ 
graved in their hearts and minds. We must all 
grow in grace and in the knowledge of our 
Ford and Savior Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3:18). 

Sadly, we see in our society an attitude 
that cares little about the state of future gen¬ 
erations. The greater emphasis is on “me.” The 
nations leaders, for the most part, have the 


attitude of Let future generations worry about 
solving the huge problems we are creating, such 
as Americas national debt. 

“Train up a child” means preparing him or 
her to lead the nations in the World Tomor¬ 
row. When Christ returns, He will use our 
children as role models—if we do our part to¬ 
day. Christ will restore the generation-to-gen- 
eration method of education and instruction 
to the family. This system of teaching will help 
mold the hearts and minds of people through¬ 
out the Millennium into a God-fearing, self- 
disciplined society of culture and achievement. 

As parents in Gods true Church family 
today, we have a profound responsibility not 
only to back and support God’s Work, God’s 
apostle in prophesying again, but also to pre¬ 
pare a generation of God-fearing sons and 
daughters to physically assist Christ as human 
leaders in ushering in His coming Kingdom. 

Are we growing spiritually in this area of 
responsibility as parents? Does our spiritual 
education continue to advance as we pass this 
education on to our children? We are all God’s 
children, no matter what age—God is train¬ 
ing parents and grandparents continually. He 
is building this generation-to-generation sys¬ 
tem of teaching—all building toward the God 
Family for eternity. Fet’s remember to “train 
up a child” as our Father trains each of us! 
Think on this for generation to generation. 


5 THINGS TO PRAY ABOUT BEFORE PYC BEGINS 


Camp begins July 9. Here are five crucial aspects of a successful 
Philadelphia Youth Camp. BY JASON COCOMISE (PYC Admissions) 

1 The messages for the campers 

Philadelphia Youth Camp offers youngsters nearly 20 hours of orientation; Bible, lead¬ 
ership and womanhood classes; Bible studies and Sabbath service messages tailored 
especially for them (slightly more instruction hours than the Feast of Tabernacles)! 

2 Oklahoma weather 

In July, the Edmond area temperature can reach triple digits, with very high humidity. 
Mild temperatures with some rain and cloud cover are a welcome relief. 

3 Good health 

Campers and workers need energy, strength and stamina to thrive during these ac¬ 
tion-packed three weeks. Fatigue is a threat, and sickness can spread quickly. 

4 Protection 

Accidents and injuries can occasionally occur during the rigorous physical schedule. 

5 Safe travel 

Nearly 100 staffers and volunteers and 144 campers from around the world will arrive 
July 9. On July 30, they will hopefully return from the best camp ever at the 21st pyc! 
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